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Introduction 
The mission of the Charleston County School District (CCSD), a dynamic system of challenging 
choices, is to increase student achievement overall and to close the achievement gap between groups 
in order to prepare all students to compete in a global economy and make a positive contribution to 
our community and nation. 
 
The Charleston County School District’s Program of Studies provides students and parents with a 
framework of information relevant to the secondary level.  The design for the secondary curriculum 
provides flexibility to meet the unique needs of individual high schools. Detailed information 
concerning course offerings and content are available at each high school.  Information about the 
high school programs and curriculum can be obtained from each school’s guidance office or by 
viewing the Program of Studies posted on the school’s website. 
 
It is the policy of the Charleston County School District not to discriminate on the basis of race 
as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, on the basis of sex as required by Title IX 
of the 1972 Education Amendments, or on the basis of handicap as required by Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973; Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, PL 101-476; and other 
Civil Rights Laws.  
 

This document contains Charleston County School District information current as of December 2017. 
State and District policy and regulation updates after 12/19/2016 are available at the following websites: 

 
www.ccsdschools.com   •   www.eligibilitycenter.org   •   naia.cstv.com   •   ed.sc.gov 

 
Front Cover Illustration Created b: Ella Waldron-Noren  Class of 2021 

http://soa.ccsdschools.com/
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The Mission Statement of School of the Arts 
At SOA our purpose is to provide a supportive educational environment where academic and 
artistic challenges engage students and lead them to develop and use their talents to pursue goals 
and contribute to society. 

 
Criteria to Maintain Enrollment 

In order to remain in good standing at School of the Arts, students must be promoted to the next 
grade and have a 80 in the art area major at the end of the school year, or have passed their art 
major re-audition process.  Students may not return to School of the Arts if they are not promoted 
or if they are expelled. 

 
Artistic Probation Policy 

School of the Arts students in grades 7-11 with a year average below 80% must pass a reaudition to 
remain at SOA.  The end-of-year average will be determined at the 4th quarter interim to give 
everyone time to schedule the audition.  Students whose quarter grades fall below 85% will have a 
parent conference to create an action plan that puts the student on a path to success.  If after two 
scheduled conferences the student’s year-long average is below 80%, a reaudition will be 
scheduled. 
 
The policy is designed to help students achieve in their major.  Students must develop the talent 
which gained them acceptance to SOA in the first place.  If a student’s lack of effort or interest 
results in his or her being placed on artistic probation, the student has the opportunity to improve 
their level of performance.  If the level of performance does not improve, then the student must re-
audition in order to be re-admitted to SOA. 

 
Change of Major Procedure 

o Students at SOA are afforded one opportunity to audition for a change of art major.   
o A student desiring a change of major must complete an online application before the 

scheduled deadline.   
o The student must upload the most current report card to the online application.   
o When filling out the application online, you will be prompted to go ahead and choose your 

audition date and time.  
o Students are required to secure the audition requirements from our website 

(www.soa.ccsdschools.com) to know what to do for the audition.   
o If there are no openings in the art area you are applying to, you would be placed on a wait 

list if you pass the audition.   
o If there are no openings for the full year, you can re-apply again the next year.   
o Once you do make that change into a different major, you won’t be allowed to audition 

again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.soa.ccsdschools.com/
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Commencement Exercises & Graduation Guidelines 

For students who are approved to graduate early or do not complete the 12th grade major 
requirements, the following requirements were approved by the SOA Leadership Team: 

 Students, who complete an accelerated program, skip their 11th grade major classes and 
successfully complete the 12th grade requirements for their major will walk with their major 
at the graduation ceremony 

 Students who take an accelerated program, complete the 11th grade major requirements and 
do not complete the 12th grade requirements for the major will walk at the end of the line at 
the graduation ceremony 

 Students who are enrolled in 12th grade but receive a failing grade for their major will not 
walk with their major at graduation.  To remain a student in good standing with their 
graduating class, students must complete 2 credits within their Fine Arts major, excluding 
Art electives, in order to graduate with their Art major.  If the student completes all 
requirements for a SC High School Diploma, he/she may participate in graduation, but will 
walk at the end of the line at the graduation ceremony. 

 
School of the Arts Credential 

Students attending School of the Arts may participate in a supplementary and specialized 
credential opportunity, the SOA Credential.  The SOA Credential recognizes the unique artistic 
and academic skills of the SOA learning community as well as the accomplishments of School of 
the Arts students who exceed the standard South Carolina High School Credential requirements.   
 
It is our belief that students are best prepared to meet the challenges of the 21st century through a 
rigorous preparation across the arts and academic fields.  The SOA Credential seeks to build upon 
a tradition of shared partnership with the artistic community and working professionals, create a 
culture of service learning and community involvement, advance student understanding of all arts 
disciplines, and promote high expectations for student achievement in both the arts and 
academics.  The SOA Credential is endorsed by the local school board and by the South Carolina 
Arts Commission.   
 
Through the SOA Leadership Team, as well as an ad hoc committee composed of parents, 
students, and teachers, students must accomplish the following requirements in order to achieve 
rights to this special Credential:  

 Successful completion of Senior Thesis  

 Achieve a 3.0 overall weighted GPA by 3rd Quarter of Senior year 

 Complete 20 hours of annual community service, with a maximum of 10 hours per project.  
Documentation must be submitted to appropriate school officials on the SOA Credential 
Community Service Hours form by the established deadlines.  If documentation is 
submitted after the final deadline of the school year, hours will count toward the following 
school year. 

o Students may receive 20 hours a year for SOA sponsored events, but must obtain 
preapproval for non-SOA sponsored events in order to receive more than 10 service 
hours for a single project. 

o Information regarding approved community service projects, including Community 
Service Form can be found on the SOA website, 
http://soa.ccsdschools.com/parents/soadiploma 

 Successful completion of an Honors Arts Appreciation Course or AP Art History 
 

http://soa.ccsdschools.com/parents/soadiploma
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Students must achieve all of the above stated requirements in order to be eligible to receive the 
SOA Credential, which will be issued at the time of graduation. 

 
School of the Arts Credential with Distinction 

Required Components:  

 Students should earn 40+ Hours of community service each year they are enrolled at SOA  

 All community service hours must be completed with one or more SOA Pre-Approved 

Community Service Organizations (see SOA website for list)  

 Service Hours Logs, available on the SOA website, are due on or before May 1st for 

underclassmen and April 1st for seniors 

 Service Hours Logs are due to the SOA Diploma Grade Level Representatives listed  

 Completed Senior Thesis  

 Honors Arts Appreciation Course or AP Art History 60% or higher  

 3.0 minimum GPA  

 During their senior year students must organize and lead a SOA sponsored community 

service project under the direction of an adult mentor  

 Students must present their proposed service project to the Diploma Committee and obtain 

approval before proceeding with their project  

 Information regarding approved community service projects, including Community 

Service Form can be found on the SOA website: 

http://soa.ccsdschools.com/parents/soadiploma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://soa.ccsdschools.com/parents/soadiploma
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South Carolina High School Diploma Requirements 

In order to receive a SC state high school diploma, the students must attend the high school 
issuing the diploma for at least the semester immediately preceding graduation, except in the 
case of a bona fide change of residence to a location where the sending school will not grant the 
diploma.  (State Regulation 43-259) 

 

Subject Diploma Requirements  

English/Language Arts 4 Units 

Mathematics 4 Units 

Science  3 Units  

United States History & Constitution 1 Unit 

Economics ½ Unit 

United States Government  ½ Unit  

Other Social Studies Elective 1 Unit  

Physical Education or Junior ROTC 1 Unit 

Computer Science 1 Unit  

World Language 
OR 
Career & Technology Education 

1 Unit 

1 Unit 

 
TOTAL CORE UNITS 

 
17 UNITS 

Electives: 
Must include Comprehensive Health 

7 Units  

 

 Keyboarding may count up to one-half unit of the computer science requirement.  The student must 
demonstrate computer literacy as determined by local school district policy. 

 

 To earn a S.C. diploma students must earn one unit in a World Language or CTE course beyond a 
computer science course. (Most four year colleges/universities require at least two units of the same 
world language.)  If a student does not plan to enter college, then one unit in career and technology 
education beyond the computer science unit must be earned.  It is recommended that students take three 
or more consecutive years of a World Language to strengthen their college application. 

 

 The student must complete a study of and pass an examination on the principles of the United States 
Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, the Federalist papers, and American institution and 
ideals.  This instruction shall be given for a period of at least one year or its equivalent, either within the 
required U.S. History course and/or within another course using a suitable text recommended by the 
State Superintendent of Education and approved by the State Board of Education (SBE). 

 
South Carolina Four-Year College Requirements 

Students planning to attend four-year public colleges and universities in South Carolina must meet 
the following requirements.  Students interested in attending other four-year colleges should 
contact the schools’ admissions offices for specific admission requirements.  Additional courses 
may be required by the college or university. 
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English 4 units 

Math * 
 
 

4 units* 

 CP Algebra 1 OR Algebra 1 Pt 1 & Algebra 1 Pt 2  

 Geometry 

 Algebra 2 

 4th higher-level math class 

Science** 4 units** 

 Biology 1 

 2 from Biology, Chemistry or Physics 

 The fourth course may be from the same field as the 
first 2 or from an Adv. Environmental Science with 
lab or Marine Biology with lab for which biology 
and/or chemistry is a prerequisite. 

US History  1 unit 

Economics ½  unit 

Government  ½  unit 

Social 
Studies  

1 unit  

PE/ROTC 1 unit  

Foreign 
Language  

2 units of the same language  
Some four year universities require 3 units of the same 
foreign language for admission. 

Computer 
Science 

1 unit 

Electives  1 unit in Fine Arts ***  - or -  1 additional unit **** 

 
*A fourth higher-level mathematics course should be selected from among Algebra III/trigonometry, pre-
calculus, calculus, statistics, discrete mathematics, or a capstone mathematics course and should be taken 
during the senior year. 
 
**Two units must be taken in two different fields of the physical or life sciences and selected from among 
biology, chemistry, or physics.  The third unit may be from the same field as one of the first two units (biology, 
chemistry, or physics) or from any laboratory science for which biology and/or chemistry is a prerequisite.  
Courses in earth science, general physical science, or introductory or general environmental science for which 
biology and/or chemistry is not a prerequisite will not meet this requirement.  It is strongly recommended 
that students take physical science (taught as a laboratory science) as a prerequisite to the three required units 
of laboratory science outlined in this section. It is also strongly recommended that students desiring to pursue 
careers in science, mathematics, engineering or technology take one course in all three fields. 
 
***One unit in Appreciation of, History of, or Performance in one of the fine arts. 
One unit must be taken as an elective.  A college preparatory course in Computer Science (i.e., one involving 
significant programming content, not simply keyboarding) is strongly recommended for this elective.  
 
****Other acceptable electives include college preparatory courses in English; fine arts; foreign languages; 
social science; humanities; laboratory science (excluding earth science, general physical science, general 
environmental science, or other introductory science courses for which biology and/or chemistry is not a 
prerequisite); or mathematics above the level of Algebra II. 



9 

 

Preparing Students for College & Career 
Success in college and careers begins in middle school with development of organizational and 
study skills.  As students move through high school it is important for families to explore college, 
military and career options and for students to take appropriately rigorous courses.  Here are some 
suggestions for preparation for post-secondary success: 
 

Post-Secondary Opportunities & Career Awareness: 
 Participate in Job Shadowing and other Work-Based Learning opportunities through local 

businesses and organizations to gain more perspective of your career interests, as well as to 
enhance your resume 

 To research different careers, visit www.bls.gov/OCO/ and explore the Occupational 
Outlook Handbook through the U.S. Department of Labor.  SCOIS is another online 
opportunity for taking informal career assessments and researching careers. 

 Look up college profiles on www.collegeboard.org and enter your personal profile through 
Quick Start under the College Planning tool to see what colleges match your needs and 
interests.  You can explore different careers and college majors while developing a 
personality profile. 

 Visit various college websites and click on their academic pages to gain an understanding 
of their majors offered and other opportunities as part of your college planning.  It is also 
helpful to visit departmental websites within the colleges to learn more about their course 
offerings, any specific departmental admissions requirements, and other pertinent 
information to help with your decision making process. 

 Talk with military recruiters to discover college and career opportunities in order to see if 
this is a good fit for you. 

 Do not rule out attending a 2-year technical college such as Trident Technical College to 
earn an Associate’s Degree or Certification.  There are also opportunities to transfer to a 4-
year college or university. 

 

College Preparations: 
 Know college admissions requirements including required high school courses, 

standardized test requirements, and additional criteria considered in admissions decisions.  
Visit college websites and look at their admissions pages for additional details. 

 Take challenging courses according to your abilities - colleges consider this to be one of the 
top 3 important factors of admissions requirements 

 Develop good study habits, organization skills, and earn good grades; these are also at the 
top of admissions requirements for colleges and scholarships.  Be aware that any Carnegie 
unit high school course you take and the accompanying final grade you earn, even during 
middle school, will show on your transcript. 

 Become involved in your community through organizations, volunteering, church 
involvement, extra-curricular activities, etc.  Obtain leadership roles through school and the 
classroom.   

 Develop relationships with your teachers by becoming involved in the classroom.  You may 
need a letter of recommendation or may be considered for an opportunity. 

 Make arrangements to visit college campuses.  Meet with college admissions and financial 
aid officers to gain more of an understanding of these processes. 

 Consider college costs and scholarship opportunities by looking at the financial aid pages 
on college websites.  Visit www.fafsa.gov to learn more about federal financial aid. 

 Prepare for and take the SAT, ACT, or both. 

http://www.bls.gov/OCO/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.fafsa.gov/
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Understanding and Preparing for the SAT and ACT: 
 The SAT and ACT are standardized assessments used for national college admissions 

examinations as part of most college admissions requirements.  You should always check 
the college admissions requirements of your colleges of interest.  For more information 
including test dates, costs, and fee waiver eligibility requirements, please visit the 
respective websites listed below.  Students and families can also contact the School 
Counseling office for more information. 

 

SAT: 
 The SAT is an aptitude test that measures reasoning abilities.   

 The test takes approximately 3 hours 45 minutes and includes 3 sections: Critical Reading, 
Math, and Writing.   

 Each section is worth 800 points and test takers earn 1 point for every correct answer but 
are penalized ¼ point for every incorrect answer.   

 Colleges typically take the highest score earned from each section and so it is suggested for 
students to take this test more than once.   

 Many colleges continue to only consider the Critical Reading and Math sections as part of 
their admissions decisions.  However, some colleges are also considering the Writing 
section.   

 The PSAT (Preliminary SAT) is administered to students in efforts to familiarize students 
with the test content and format.   

 Juniors who take the PSAT will also be considered for the National Merit Scholarship 
Competition and possibly other scholarship and early college admissions opportunities.   

 Although students can take the SAT at any point it is offered, students typically begin 
taking the SAT in early-Spring of their Junior year.   

 Students are responsible for registering for the SAT and may find more information 
through www.collegeboard.org.   

 

ACT: 
 The ACT is an academic achievement test designed to measure academic content 

knowledge.   

 The test takes approximately 3 hours 30 minutes and includes 4 sections:  English, Math, 
Reading, and Science.   

 There is an optional Writing section which takes approximately 30 minutes to complete.  
Some colleges require or recommend students to take the Writing section and so it is 
important to know college admissions criteria.   

 Each section is worth 36 points and is averaged into a Composite score.  For every correct 
answer, test takers earn 1 point.  There is no penalty for guessing.   

 Most colleges do not take the highest score of each section, but do consider the highest 
Composite score earned from all test dates taken.   

 It is encouraged for students to take the ACT more than once.   

 The PLAN (Preliminary ACT) is administered to 10th grade students and is designed to 
expose students to the test content and format.   

 There is a college readiness scale and career awareness component that is part of the PLAN.   

 Students typically begin taking the ACT in Spring of their Junior year.   

 Students are responsible for registering for the ACT and may find more information 
through www.act.org.  

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/
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Course Load 
Students enrolled in grades 9th – 12th at the Charleston County School of the Arts will have an eight 
credit course load yearly, to ensure they receive credit for all South Department of Education 
diploma requirements.  If a student has met the graduation requirements to obtain their South 
Carolina Diploma, dual-credit courses, interns that work (ITW) or non-credit course offerings such 
as study hall, late arrival, and an early dismissal may be scheduled to complete the eight units in 
grade 12.  Prior approval from the principal or principal designee will be required for registration 
in those course sections listed above.   
 

Grade Classification 
Grade 9 
In order to be classified as a ninth grade 
student, the individual must have met the 
requirements to be promoted from the 8th 
grade. 

 

Grade 10 
In order to be classified as a tenth grade 
student, the individual must have completed 
six (6) units to include: 

 One unit in English 1  

 One unit in mathematics  

Grade 11 
In order to be classified as an eleventh grade 
student, the individual must have completed 
twelve (12) units to include:  

 One unit in English 1  

 One unit in English 2  

 Two units in mathematics 

 One unit in science  

 

Grade 12  
In order to be classified as a twelfth grade 
student, the individual must have completed 
eighteen (18) units to include*:  

 One unit in English 1  

 One unit in English 2  

 One unit in English 3  

 Three units in mathematics  

 Two units in science 

In addition, the student must be enrolled in all other units (required and elective) to complete 
graduation requirements. 
 
*When, based on the student’s schedule, it is anticipated that a student will complete graduation 
requirements by the end of the school year, the student may be placed in a senior homeroom at the 
beginning of the first semester even if all of the units listed above are not completed. 
 

Attendance Requirements/Denial of Credit 
Guidelines for Denial of Credit  
The principal will conduct an investigation to determine if credit should be denied on the basis of 
attendance.  According to the South Carolina Student Attendance Code, denial of credit will be 
based on, but not limited to: 

 lawful vs. unlawful 

 circumstances affecting absences  

 responsibility demonstrated by parent or guardian and student 

 the educational record of the student 

 court recommendation, if applicable 
 

Appeals Process for Denial of Credit 
Consistent with state regulations, parents/guardians have the right to appeal attendance violation 
decisions and/or question the school records regarding attendance.  The appeal should be made in 
writing to the school principal.  The decision of the principal may be appealed to the Associate 



12 

 

Superintendent.  The decision of the Associate Superintendent may be appealed to the Constituent 
Board by written request for appeal within ten (10) working days of receipt of the decision of the 
Associate Superintendent.  The decision of the Constituent Board may be appealed to the CCSD 
Board of Trustees in writing within ten (10) days following the date of notification.  
 

By state law, if a student has attended less than 60 hours of a 1/2 unit course or less than 120 hours 
of a 1 unit course, credit MUST be denied.  

 

Accelerated Graduation 
In some cases, an advanced student may, upon the approval of the principal and with the consent 
of the parents/legal guardians, accelerate his/her high school program and graduate in three 
years.  When such approval is granted, the student may take two units of mathematics 
simultaneously in the second year or third year and two units of English simultaneously during 
the third year in high school.  Summer school courses will not be approved in the “core” academic 
areas for those students who have demonstrated superior academic achievement and are pursuing 
an accelerated program to complete diploma requirements in three years.  No credit for any 
summer school course will be awarded without prior permission. 
 

Summer School 
Summer school courses may be attended as an opportunity for recovering credit and enrichment. 
In specific cases described below summer school courses may also be taken for initial credit in the 
core areas English, Math, Science, and Social Studies.  Principals will make the final decision 
regarding the approval or denial of a request to take a required subject in summer school.  With 
the permission of the home school principal, a student shall be allowed to take a required course in 
an accredited approved summer school provided that the student: 

1. Has previously failed the course; or  
2. Received FA (no credit) due to attendance problems; or  
3. Has an approved accelerate education plan; or  
4. Has an approved education plan, into which the required subject cannot be scheduled 
during the regular school year or 
5. is able to complete all graduation requirements in the summer session. 
 

Credit earned in summer school will be denied if prior approval by the Principal is not 
obtained and it is not earned in an accredited approved program. 

 
A student shall be allowed to take English or mathematics as a new subject in summer session only if: 
 (a) he/she has an approved plan to achieve on-time graduation and 

(b) enrollment is sufficient for the course to be offered. 
 
A student who has completed eight semesters of high school shall be allowed to take one subject as 
a new course in order to complete graduation requirements provided enrollment is sufficient for 
the course to be offered.  Students shall be allowed to take a course as a new subject for enrichment 
or as a required course when it cannot be scheduled routinely into his/her four-year education 
plan and enrollment is sufficient for the course to be offered (i.e., Physical Education, Driver’s 
Education, Keyboarding, or Introduction to Computers). 
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Transfer Students 
High school schedules and course offerings vary from high school to high school both within 
Charleston County School District and from district to district.  Parents and students are 
cautioned that it may not be possible to transfer all credits for courses in progress from one 
school to another if the student transfers during the middle of a school year.  The difficulty in 
transferring credits increases if the move occurs during the semester.  Every effort will be made 
by the receiving high school to evaluate a student’s transcript and move the student into the 
schedule with minimal disruption to the student’s plan of study.   
 
Courses transferred from another S.C. public school will be transferred with grade weight 
awarded by the sending school. 
 
When transcripts are received from out of state or from private schools within South Carolina that 
do not use the South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale, the following process will be used to 
transfer the grades into the student’s record:  

1.   If numerical grades are provided, they will be transferred as recorded and interpreted 
using the South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale. 
2.   If letter grades are provided, they will be translated to numerical grades. 

 
Transfer Students from Outside of CCSD Accredited School 
When a student transfers from a non-CCSD school, the school counseling staff at the school 
evaluates the transcript.  Most courses will be comparable to courses offered in CCSD. Power 
School course numbers must be used when entering the data from the transcript.    

 
Transfer Students from Outside of CCSD Non-Accredited School 
Any student who transfers from a non-accredited private, parochial or other type school may not 
receive credit for all courses taken.  Transcripts will be evaluated by the receiving school’s 
principal to determine if credits will be awarded. 

 
High School Transfer Credits Procedures 

Transfer Course Description  Action 

1. Course is from a S.C. public school (including 
innovative/pilot courses approved for that school). 

Transfer as documented using CCSD approved course 
number, including grade weight (e.g., honors, AP, IB). 

2. Course is from an accredited private or out-of-
state public school, approximates a CCSD course 
description and is eligible for honors weight. 

Assign course number for approximate course; assign 
weight as documented on sending transcript. 

3. Course is from an accredited private school or 
out-of-state public school and approximates a CCSD 
course description but is NOT eligible for honors 
weight (e.g., French 1, Algebra 1). 

Assign course number for approximate course; do 
not award honors weight. 

4. Course is from an accredited private or out-of-
state public school but does NOT approximate a 
CCSD course number (e.g., Religion, Texas History). 

Assign an elective course number with attached 
course title.  Do not enter a new title for the course 
number.  Do not award honors weight. 

5. Course is from a non-accredited school or home 
school without the benefit of an accredited 
organization. 

At the school’s discretion, you may review the 
syllabus, text and student work and/or you may 
administer a test to determine whether or not credit 
will be awarded. Do not award honors weight 
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Transfer Students from Homeschool 
Students who transfer from non-approved home school associations will be required to provide 
curriculum information and/or take final exams of courses attempted to be considered for credit. 

 
Foreign Exchange Program 

Study Abroad 
 Charleston County School District students who opt to participate in a foreign exchange 

program must withdraw from SOA.  If a student wishes to return to SOA, then they must 
pass the re-audition process to become re-enrolled.  A student’s re-enrollment is also 
contingent upon space availability. 

 The student must obtain prior approval in writing from the home school principal before 
going abroad. 

 A course of study should be planned that would enable a student to earn credits similar to 
those earned at the home school.  Math, science, some history, foreign languages, and 
computer courses should be closely associated with our own offerings.   

 A student may be required to earn his/her English credit on his/her return to CCSD or to 
turn in work from a pre-approved independent study program equivalent to one unit of 
credit.  United States history, American government, and Economics would have to be 
taken here. 

 A certified transcript from the exchange school would need to be received prior to 
awarding credit. 

 Attendance periods in foreign countries would have to reasonably approximate our own. 

 All credits attempted must be reflected on the transcript 

 
Special Education 

A goal of the Charleston County School District is to provide a free and appropriate public 
education for all students with disabilities.  Students with disabilities who attain the same 
competencies required of non-disabled students receive a South Carolina State High School 
Diploma.  When a student’s disabling condition prohibits him/her from earning a South Carolina 
State High School Diploma, the IEP team determines the most appropriate graduation options 
based upon student needs and impact of the disability.  All special education students are required 
to participate in state and district assessments except for those students who are recommended to 
take an alternate assessment.  All tests are on grade level and are not based on IEP objectives.  
 

State High School Diploma 
Most students with disabilities follow the regular CCSD curriculum and work toward a State High 
School Diploma earning a total of 24 Carnegie units and passing the Exit Exam.  Some students 
with disabilities may be provided with appropriate modifications or accommodations to assist 
with meeting the requirements, i.e., pacing, differentiated methods, supplemental materials, and 
alternate assessment procedures. 
 

Resource Pull-Out Model 
Resource courses are designed to address the individual academic and social requirements of 
students with disabilities as specified on the IEP as well as the identification of appropriate 
accommodations, modifications and instructional strategies to support academic and social success 
in the general education environment.  Students may earn up to seven (7) elective Carnegie credits 
in resource. 
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Adult Education 
Charleston County School District’s Office of Adult Education offers students who are officially 
withdrawn from the K-12 program the opportunity to complete their high school education.  
Students who are 17 years of age must have local school board (constituent) approval prior to 
enrolling.  
 

State Board Regulation 43-259 – Graduation Requirements:   
A student has two courses of study to earn their high school credential. Students can meet current requirements 
for graduation and receive a State of South Carolina High School Diploma or study to prepare for the State GED 
Test and receive a State of South Carolina High School Equivalency Diploma. Students must be 18 years of age and 
over or have approval from the local school board to attend the Adult Education Program.  No student shall 
graduate from adult education prior to the time that he or she would have graduated from the K-12 program. 

Special Education students who are not 21: 
Special Education students who are not 21 before September 1 who received special education services while 
enrolled in K-12, must have an IEP meeting prior to enrolling in Adult Education.  The IEP team will determine if 
Adult Education is an appropriate referral. Currently enrolled K-12 students and students who withdrew from K-
12 in the past 2 years should contact their IEP case manager at the home school to begin the referral process. 

High School Diploma Program (R43-259 Section C) – Adult Education:   
Students may complete and earn their State of South Carolina High School Diploma by enrolling in the Adult 
Education High School Diploma Program. Students must earn 24 units and pass the HSAP exam.  Units earned 
through an accredited high school will transfer to the Adult Education program and count towards the required 
number of units. 

 
The following units are required by the Adult Education Program to earn a State of South Carolina 
High School Diploma: 
 

o English      4 units  
o Mathematics     4 units  
o U.S. History*   1 unit  
o Economics   ½ unit  
o U.S. Government   ½ unit  
o Social Studies   1 unit  
o Science**      3 units  
o Computer Science   1 unit  
o Electives     9 units 
o Total      24 units 

 

Life Scholarships 
Adult Education students can be considered for Life Scholarships.  The college or university makes 
the determination if a student is eligible.  Adult Education students are not given a class rank.  

 
Enrollment in Adult Education 
The following information and procedures are necessary to assist with the enrollment of a student 
in the Adult Education program.  Students 17 years of age must have the local school board 
(constituent) letter to enroll.  

 
 
 

*Charleston Adult Education only 
offers U.S. History as credit 
recovery. 

**Must include equivalent of CP 
Biology I with EOCEP test. 

Charleston Adult Education does 

not offer Physical Science or 
Biology 1. 
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High School Diploma Program – Adult Education 
To enroll in the high school diploma program students must bring the following from their K-12 
school:  

 Official school withdrawal letter  

 Unofficial Transcript  

 Copy of Birth Certificate  

 Local school board constituent letter if 17 years old  

 Official transcripts and test scores will be requested by Adult Education 

 
Students must have earned 12 or more units in the K-12 program to enroll in the Adult 
Education High School Diploma Program.  Required units are English I, English 2, the 
equivalent of Algebra 1, equivalent of CP Biology 1 with EOCEP test, Computer Science and seven 
other units.  If less than 12 units, students can enroll in the GED program.  There are no credit 
requirements for enrolling in the GED Preparation program. 

 
Adult Education offers the following courses:  CP English III, CP English IV, Algebra II, 
Geometry, Probability & Statistics, Earth Science, Environmental Studies, American Government, 
Economics, Law Education, Psychology, Sociology, Global Studies I, Global Studies II and U.S. 
History is only offered as credit recovery.  
 
GED Preparation  
To enroll in GED Preparation classes students must be officially withdrawn from the K-12 
program, provide an unofficial transcript, and have local school board (constituent) letter of 
approval if 17 years of age.  The Office of Adult Education will make program recommendations, 
provide the State GED Applications, and facilitate the completion of the State Department of 
Education GED Testing Office Verification of School Withdrawal Form.   Students can enroll in the 
GED Preparation Program with any number of credits.  Brochures detailing days, times, locations, and 
fees will be available at all guidance offices, constituent board offices and Adult Education sites at 
the start of each semester. 

 
Courses Carrying Carnegie Units 

Each school offers a comprehensive curriculum which best meets the needs of the students 
attending their school.  Information about the high school programs and curriculum can be 
obtained from each school’s school counseling office or by viewing the Program of Studies posted 
on the school’s website. 
 
Any course taken for credit outside of the traditional school setting must be approved by the 
Principal prior to enrollment in the course. 
 
The uniform grading scale and the system for calculating GPAs and class rank will apply to all 
courses carrying Carnegie units, including units earned at the middle or junior high school level.  

 
College Preparatory Courses (CP) 
College Preparatory (CP) is the traditional high school program for students planning to attend a 
two-year college, four-year college, or university following graduation from high school.  These 
courses place emphasis on theory, research, problem solving and academic writing skills to help 
students become successful in college. 
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Career & Technology (CATE) 
Students who do not plan to attend a 4 year college may meet the diploma requirements by taking 
a Career and Technology course and not a Foreign Language course.  The High School Guidance 
staff will assist in course selection to ensure that all diploma requirements are met. 

 
Honors Courses (H) 
Honors courses, which extend and deepen the opportunities provided by courses at the high 
school level, are designed for students exhibiting superior abilities in the content area.  The honors 
curriculum places emphasis on critical and analytical thinking, rational decision making, and 
inductive and deductive reasoning.  Independent projects are an integral part of the honors 
curriculum.  Honors courses may be awarded at all levels of English, mathematics, science, and 
social studies.  
 
Honors weighting may be designated in other content areas for the third and fourth level of the 
courses.  Honors weighting may not be designated in Algebra 1 or any physical education courses.  
Foreign language and fine arts honors courses may also be designated for honors weight courses in 
which students are earning their third, fourth, or fifth Carnegie unit in the content area provided.  
One half of a quality point (.5) is added to the CP weighting for honors courses that meet the three 
criteria listed above.  
 
These criteria apply to all courses including those offered online and in other nontraditional 
settings and those recorded on a transcript from an out-of-state school that is accredited under the 
regulations of the board of education of that state or the appropriate regional accrediting agency.  
Honors credit may be earned only for courses that have published syllabi that establish higher 
standards.  See pp28-29 for prerequisites and course requirements to enroll in Honors classes. 

 
Advanced Placement Courses (AP) 
The following criteria apply to the College Board’s Advanced Placement (AP) courses, including 
those offered online and in other nontraditional settings and those recorded on a transcript from 
an out-of-state school that is accredited under the regulations of the board of education of that 
state or the appropriate regional accrediting agency: 

 AP courses are awarded a full quality point above the CP weighting.  Seminar or support 
courses (science labs) for AP are weighted as Honors, but not as AP courses. 

 Advanced Placement courses are designed for students ready for college level academic 
work.   

 This program is operated by a national organization, the College Board, which defines 
course curriculum; provides teacher training; and administers a national standardize 
examination for each course.  

 
By South Carolina regulation, students enrolled in an AP course funded by the state MUST take 
the AP exam administered by the College Board. Most colleges award college credit to students 
who earn at least a rating of “3” out of a possible “5” on the examination while others require a 
score of “4”.  Some colleges require successful completion of AP courses for admission to the 
college and do not award credits toward the college degree.  Parents and students are advised to 
check with colleges for details.  
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College Credits While in High School 
Students may obtain college credit while in high school through Dual Credit and Career and 
Technical Advanced Placement (CTAP).  Any course taken for credit outside of the traditional 
school setting must be approved by the Principal prior to enrollment in the course. 

 
Dual Credit Courses (DC) 
Individual students only with the advanced approval of the principal may receive dual credit for 
courses taken from a college.  Only courses applicable to baccalaureate or associate degrees offered 
by accredited institutions in South Carolina may be accepted.  College courses which meet these 
criteria and are offered via distance learning or on the internet, also qualify.   
 
Participating students receive high school Carnegie units toward high school graduation and 
receive college credit from the cooperating college.  A three-semester-hour college course shall 
transfer as one full Carnegie unit.  Tuition, books and other college course fees shall be at the 
expense of the student or his/her parents or legal guardians.  These courses receive an additional 
quality point weight of 1.0 on the South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale. 
Credit may be awarded for a correspondence course only upon the approval of the local 
superintendent or his or her designee.  Students are responsible for verifying any college’s 
acceptance of credits earned as dual credit.  Enrollment in a dual credit course does not guarantee 
college acceptance. 
 
Students are strongly encouraged to take core academic courses towards high school graduation 
requirements within the high school due to the rigor and relevance of the high school program.  
Due to any potential or anticipated scheduling conflicts, only those students will be considered to 
have granted permission to take core academic courses towards high school graduation 
requirements as part of a Dual Credit or Virtual School Program. 

 
Career and Technical Advanced Placement (CTAP) 
CTAP is a Trident Technical College (TTC) program that allows qualified high school students to 
earn exemption credit at TTC by demonstrating mastery of college course competencies.  Students 
who successfully complete specific high school courses in Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
and who demonstrate mastery of college course competencies can be awarded exemption credit 
toward their programs at TTC. 
 

CCSD/South Carolina Virtual School Program Information Guidelines 
The South Carolina Virtual School (VS) Program and CCSD’s virtual course option can provide 
effective online learning opportunity for secondary students.  Online courses provide an 
alternative for motivated students to meet graduation requirements.  They can be used to resolve 
scheduling conflicts, as a homebound option, and to recover credit.  They also provide a flexible 
option for students who require an alternative setting.  
 
All virtual school courses must be taken through the SCVS.  Enrollment must be approved by the 
Principal or designee PRIOR to enrollment.  To begin the application process, the student should 
contact the school’s school counselor for an information packet.  Additional information, via the 
South Carolina Virtual High School Program, can be obtained by visiting http://ed.sc.gov/.  
 
Online learning is not necessarily easier than the traditional educational process.  In fact, many 
students say that it requires more time and commitment than traditional coursework.  Students are 

http://ed.sc.gov/
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required to participate in traditional courses when they are available at the school site.  The 
following guidelines apply to Charleston County students: 

1. Enrollment in the SCVS must be approved by the Principal or designee PRIOR to 
enrollment.   

2. To begin the application process, the student should contact the school’s on-site 
coordinator for information.  It is important that the student and parent understand the 
student must take responsibility for the steps for enrollment and fully participating in 
the course including, but not limited to the student creating his/her account, completing 
the online technology assessment, and the parent or guardian creating his/her own 
account (including granting approval for the student to request a SCVS course). 

3. Students may be awarded a maximum of two online initial credits in a school year, and 
no more than ten initial online credits throughout high school.   

4. Local school districts shall accurately transcribe a student’s final numeric grade to the 
student’s permanent record and transcript.   

5. Students enrolled in an on-line course for a unit of credit shall be administered 
appropriate state assessments in a proctored environment.  

6. It is not the responsibility of the school, district, or State to provide home computer 
equipment and Internet access for enrollment in courses provided by the South Carolina 
Virtual School Program.   

7. According to CCSD guidelines, a high school student has 12 weeks to complete a course 
and all courses must be completed per the pacing calendar provided by CCSD.  The 
pacing calendar is provided with the registration materials.  Upon request a middle 
school student can take a course for the entire year only if granted permission by the 
Principal. 

8. The “CCSD Characteristics of Successful Online Learners” and “Dropping the Course” 
will be included among the registration materials. 

Technology hardware, software, and Internet access are the responsibility of the 
student/parent registering for the course.  CCSD assumes no responsibility for technical 
support nor will the district be obligated to provide hardware or software to facilitate access to 
courses. 
 

South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy 
Letter South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale 
Increased quality points for courses are as follows:  

o Honors level courses add .5 quality points  
o Advanced Placement (AP)/International Baccalaureate (IB)*/Dual 

Credit courses add 1.0 quality point 
o GPA is calculated as an average of quality points. 
o The GPA will be used to rank students from highest to lowest rank in 

their class.  The GPA will be calculated to three decimal places. 
o All spring diploma candidates will be included in the ranking. 

Students who tie for a rank will share that rank. 
o 10 point grading scale used for coursework completed after August 15, 2016. 

A  90-100 
B  80-89 
C  70-79 
D  60-69 
F       0-59 
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South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale Conversions  10 PT SCALE 
Numerical Average Letter Grade College Prep Honors AP/IB/ Dual Credit 

100 A 5.000 5.500 6.000 

99 A 4.900 5.400 5.900 

98 A 4.800 5.300 5.800 

97 A 4.700 5.200 5.700 

96 A 4.600 5.100 5.600 

95 A 4.500 5.000 5.500 

94 A 4.400 4.900 5.400 

93 A 4.300 4.800 5.300 

92 A 4.200 4.700 5.200 

91 A 4.100 4.600 5.100 

90 A 4.000 4.500 5.000 

89 B 3.900 4.400 4.900 

88 B 3.800 4.300 4.800 

87 B 3.700 4.200 4.700 

86 B 3.600 4.100 4.600 

85 B 3.500 4.000 4.500 

84 B 3.400 3.900 4.400 

83 B 3.300 3.800 4.300 

82 B 3.200 3.700 4.200 

81 B 3.100 3.600 4.100 

80 B 3.000 3.500 4.000 

79 C 2.900 3.400 3.900 

78 C 2.800 3.300 3.800 

77 C 2.700 3.200 3.700 

76 C 2.600 3.100 3.600 

75 C 2.500 3.000 3.500 

74 C 2.400 2.900 3.400 

73 C 2.300 2.800 3.300 

72 C 2.200 2.700 3.200 

71 C 2.100 2.600 3.100 

70 C 2.000 2.500 3.000 

69 D 1.900 2.400 2.900 

68 D 1.800 2.300 2.800 

67 D 1.700 2.200 2.700 

66 D 1.600 2.100 2.600 

65 D 1.500 2.000 2.500 

64 D 1.400 1.900 2.400 
       FA: failure due to absences;        WF: withdrawal failing;        WP: withdrawal passing;        AU: audit  

 

Grade Calculations 
Numerical grades for the report cards issued in grades 9-12 shall be calculated as follows:  

 Quarter Grade - numerical average of grades earned as recorded in the teacher's grade 
book calculated at the end of each quarter according to the teacher's grading policy 
(i.e., weighting of various assignments and assessments).  
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 Semester Grade - numerical average of the two quarter averages. A midterm exam 
grade may be included at the discretion of the teacher as long as it is included in the 
teacher’s grading policy as approved by the principal.  The midterm exam may 
contribute no more than 20% to the semester grade.  

 Final Grade - A final examination must be administered for all Carnegie credit 
courses.  The semester grade averages for S1 and S2 will contribute 40% each to the 
final course average.  The final exam will account for 20% of the overall grade average 
in a course.   

 
Grade Changes 
Grades can only be changed on a report card, transcript or permanent record if the “CCSD Post-
Marking Period Grade Change Form” is completed.  The completed form is filed in the student’s 
permanent record. 
 

Incomplete Grades 
A teacher may give a grade of “incomplete” (I) during the school year if, in the teacher’s 
professional judgment, an extension of the time to complete course expectations is appropriate due 
to extenuating circumstances such as a documented long term illness or a death in the immediate 
family.  The teacher, student and parent will develop and sign a contract for completion of the 

course, which will not extend beyond the end of the next semester or the conclusion of the school 
year.  The principal must approve the contract and it is at the principal’s discretion to approve any 
extension of the contact.  The student’s incomplete grade will be report as an “I.”  Once the work 
has been completed, the teacher will authorize the appropriate change in the grade by completing 
the “CCSD Post Marking Period Grade Change Form.”  If the work is not completed within the 
agreed upon time, the incomplete grade will be valued as a 51 or the student’s average without the 
completed work, whichever is lower, and this numerical grade will be included in the student’s 
grade point ratio.  All final grades are numerical.  An “I,” Incomplete, cannot be a final grade.  
 

Course Audit 
A grade of “audit” (AU) may be given if a student attends a class with no expectation of receiving 
credit.  A student who transfers to a high school late in the semester or who wishes to review 
content of a course may choose to audit.  The student and parent must sign a statement at the time 
registration indicating that they understand that no credit will be awarded for the course.  The 
option will be provided on a space available basis only. 
 

Withdrawing from a Course 
With the first day of enrollment in the course as the baseline, students who withdraw from a 
course within five days in a 90-day course or ten days in a 180-day course will do so without 

penalty.  Students who withdraw from a course after the specified time of five days in a 90-day 
course or ten days in a 180-day course shall be assigned a WF, and the WF (as a 51) will be 
calculated in the student’s overall grade point average.  The five-day and ten-day limitations for 
withdrawing from a course without penalty do not apply to course or course-level changes 
approved by the administration of a school.  If a student fails a course due to excessive absences, 
an FA will be recorded on his or her transcript.   
 
The grade of FA will carry no Carnegie units but will be factored into the student’s GPA as a 51.  

 
 



22 

 

Drop Out or Expulsion 
Students who drop out of school or are expelled after the allowed period for withdrawal but before 
the end of the grading period will be assigned grades in accordance with the following polices:  

 The student will receive a WP if he or she was passing the course. The grade of WP 
will carry no Carnegie units and no quality points to be factored into the student’s 
GPA.  

 The student will receive a WF if he or she was failing the course. The grade of WF will 
carry no Carnegie units but will be factored into the student’s GPA as a 51.  

 

Retaking a Course 
A student may retake a course in which a D or F has been earned within the same academic year or 
no later than the next academic year.  All grades and unit attempts for the course will be included in 
the student’s GPA with one exception:  students may retake a middle school Carnegie unit in 9th 
grade and, no matter what grade was earned in middle school the 9th grade, and only the 9th grade 
attempt, will appear on the transcript whether it is higher or lower. 
 
GPA’s already calculated will be recalculated on the basis of the revised policy’s three-decimal-point 
scale. 
 

Content Recovery 
Content Recovery may be offered for students who fail a unit test in an academic course (English, 
math, science, or social studies).  Students may be able to re-take the failed unit in the online lab 
via the Edgenuity curriculum.  See your counselor and teacher to discuss Content Recovery as an 
option.  
 

Credit Recovery  
Credit Recovery is an option for schools to implement to better assist students who are at risk of 
failing to graduate due to course failure.  The purpose of the program is to offer an opportunity for 
motivated students to recover lost credit by using an alternative instructional model.  Credit 
Recovery is for students who have met the seat time requirement (120 hours for 1 unit and 60 
hours for ½ unit) and earned a final grade of 51-59. 
 
Students who did not meet the seat time requirement, earned a “WF” or earned a final grade 
below 61 are not eligible for credit recovery.  There are specific guidelines for participation in the 
Credit Recovery courses.  Careful attention must be paid to NCAA Clearinghouse and NAIA 
requirements.  Your high school counselor can provide additional information. 
 

Report Cards and Transcripts 
Report cards are distributed every nine weeks.  Students are encouraged to manage their records 
of credits earned and needed to obtain their SC High School Diploma by scheduling and 
consultation conference with their assigned school counselor. 
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 Selection of Honor Graduates 
The South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale is used to determine GPA and class rank. 
To be named first or second honor graduate a student must, at a minimum:  

 Have been enrolled in the school for the entire junior and senior year; and  

 Have the highest GPA in the senior class at the end the third nine weeks grading 
period. 

In the event two or more students tie, the students would share the honor.  Only students who 
have received a diploma will be considered in the final class rank. 
 
Of the twenty-four units earned, eighteen units must be college preparatory coursework, four 
units in additional electives, and two units in one or more of the following: English, science, social 
studies or mathematics. 
 

College preparatory coursework includes: English [English I or above] (four units); 
Mathematics [Algebra I or above] (four units); laboratory science (three units); social studies 
[United States/South Carolina studies, Economics/Government, and one unit of global 
studies/world history, global studies/world geography, or western civilization] (three units); 
computer science (one unit); physical education (one unit); and foreign language (two units). 

 

Awards & Scholarships 
For all state awards, only those students who are candidates for a S.C. High School Diploma will 
be included in the calculations of class rank.  Students in the Charleston County School District 
may receive the following award: 
 

CCSD Board Scholar Certificate 
This certificate is awarded to graduating seniors based on GPA calculated at the end of third nine 
week grading period.  A student must achieve a four-year GPA of 4.25 or better on the South 
Carolina Uniform Grading Scale with no rounding up or down. 

 
State Scholarships 
Information for Life and Palmetto Fellows Scholarships is subject to change based on new 
legislation. 

1. Life Scholar Requirements 
To qualify for a LIFE scholarship, students must meet all of the following requirements: 

 Graduate from high school or complete a home school program as prescribed by law 
 Attend an eligible South Carolina public or private college or university 
 Must be a South Carolina resident at the time of high school graduation and at the time of 

enrollment 
 Be a United States citizen or legal permanent resident (who meets the definition of a 

eligible non-citizen according to State Residency Statutes) 
 Must be admitted, enrolled and classified as a full-time, degree seeking undergraduate 

student in an accredited South Carolina college or university; 
 Certify that he or she has never been convicted of any felonies or have any alcohol/drug 

related convictions within the past academic year; 
 Verify that he or she is not in default and does not owe a refund or repayment on any 

Federal or State financial aid; 
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 Must not be a SC HOPE Scholarship, Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, or Lottery Tuition 
Assistance recipient; 

 For a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, students must attend an eligible four-year SC 
public or private college or university 

 
2. Initial Eligibility Requirements for a LIFE Scholarship 
To qualify for the LIFE Scholarship, first-time entering freshman attending an eligible four-year 
institution must meet two of the following three criteria: 

1. Earn a cumulative GPA of 3.0 (B) on the SC Uniform Grading Policy upon high school 
graduation 

i. The grade point average must be reported to two decimal places (minimum) and cannot be 
rounded. The GPA must be calculated after official completion of all courses required for 
graduation.  

2. Score an 1100 or higher on the SAT OR an equivalent of 24 on the ACT 
i. SAT/ACT scores will be accepted through the June national test administration of the high 

school graduation year.  
ii. It is permissible to select the highest SAT Critical Reading score (formerly known as SAT 

Verbal) combined with the highest SAT Math score from different test administrations.   
Students cannot use the SAT Writing subsection score to meet the minimum 1100 SAT 
requirement.  

iii. The ACT composite score must be at one test sitting. 

3. Rank in the top 30% or their graduating class. 
i. The ranking percentages must be reported in two decimal places (minimum) and cannot be 

rounded. The class rank must be based on the SC Uniform Grading Policy.  
ii. The rank must be based on all students who received their diploma during the traditional 

graduation ceremony typically in May/June. The graduating class cannot include any 
students who graduated during the summer, received a certificate, or did not graduate with a 
high school diploma during a given year 

 
3. First-time entering freshmen  

attending an eligible two-year or technical institution must: 

 earn a minimum cumulative 3.0 GPA based on the UGP as described in (1a) above.   

 The standardized test score and class rank requirements are waived.  

 
4. Initial Eligibility Requirements for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement:  

 A student must meet all the eligibility requirements for a LIFE Scholarship and be a 
recipient of LIFE Scholarship funds.   

 In addition, to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement the student must be a declared 
math or science major by the beginning of the second academic year of college enrollment.  

 All students must have successfully completed a total of at least fourteen credit hours of 
instruction in mathematics and life and physical science courses (including AP, IB and dual 
credit courses taken during high school) by the end of the student’s first year of enrollment 
in college (based on initial date of college enrollment).  

 Approved lists of eligible majors and eligible courses to meet the fourteen credit hour 
course requirement for the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement are provided on the 
Commission’s website at www.che.sc.gov.  
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5. Initial Eligibility Requirements for Palmetto Fellows Scholarship:  
 For early awards, high school seniors must submit applications to the Commission on 

Higher 

 Education for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship by December.  Specific date TBD.   

 Students may apply if they meet one of the following sets of academic requirements 
(students cannot use the early awards criteria to be eligible for the final awards): 

1. Score at least 1200 on the SAT (27 on the ACT) by the November test 
administration, earn a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA on the SC Uniform Grading 
Policy (UGP) at the end of the junior year, and rank in the top six percent of the 
class at the end of either the sophomore or the junior year; OR 
2. Score at least 1400 on the SAT (32 on the ACT) by the November test 
administration and earn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the SC UGP at the 
end of the junior year. 

 
6. For final awards,  

 students must submit applications to the Commission on Higher Education for the 
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship by June.  

 Specific date TBD. High school seniors may apply if they meet one of the following sets of 
academic requirements: 

1.   Score at least 1200 on the SAT (27 on the ACT) by the June national test 
administration of the senior year; earn a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA on the 
SC UGP at the end of the senior year; and, rank in the top six percent of the class 
at the end of the sophomore, junior or senior year; OR 
2.   Score at least 1400 on the SAT (32 on the ACT) by the June test administration 
and earn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the SC UGP at the end of the senior 
year. 

 
For additional information on state awarded scholarships, go to www.che.sc.gov. 

DISCLAIMER: The information provided above on the LIFE and Palmetto Fellows Scholarships is from the 
Commission on Higher Education (CHE) and is based upon the Commission’s interpretation of these 
scholarship programs based on the Lottery Education Act signed by the Governor. Changes may occur at any 
time during the legislative process. The CHE staff will update this information on their website. 

 
7. SC HOPE Scholarship: 

 The SC HOPE Scholarship Program was established under the SC Education Lottery Act 
approved by the General Assembly during the 2001 legislative session.   

 The program is a merit-based scholarship created for students attending a four-year 
institution who do not qualify for the LIFE or Palmetto Fellows Scholarship.   

 The scholarship is awarded during the freshman year of attendance only.    

 Funding for the program is included in the annual appropriation to the Commission on 
Higher Education and will be dependent upon the annual proceeds generated by the SC 
Education Lottery.  

8. To qualify for the SC HOPE Scholarship 
A student MUST meet the following general and initial eligibility requirements:  

General Eligibility Requirements for SC HOPE:  
a. Graduate from high school or complete an approved home school program as 

prescribed by law;  
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b. Attend an eligible South Carolina public or private college or university;  

c. Be a South Carolina resident at the time of high school graduation and at the time of 
college enrollment;  

d. Be a U.S. citizen or a legal permanent resident (who meets the definition of a eligible 
non-citizen according to State Residency Statutes);  

e. Be enrolled as a full-time degree-seeking student;  

f. Certify that he or she has never been convicted of any felonies and has not been 
convicted of any second alcohol or other drug-related misdemeanor convictions 
within the past academic year;  

g. Verify that he or she is not in default and does not owe a refund or repayment on 
any Federal or State financial aid; and  

h. Must not be a recipient of a LIFE Scholarship, Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, or 
Lottery Tuition Assistance.  

 
9. Initial Eligibility Requirements for SC HOPE 
To qualify for the SC HOPE Scholarship, first-time entering freshmen must meet the following 
criteria:  

 Earn a cumulative 3.0 grade point ratio (GPR) based on the Uniform Grading Policy 
(UGP)  

 
For additional information on state awarded scholarships, go to www.che.sc.gov. 

NCAA Eligibility 

Questions regarding NCAA eligibility should be directed to your school counselor or athletic 
director.  Information pertaining to NCAA items can be obtained from the NCAA  
http://eligibilitycenter.org.  Students are responsible for ensuring NCAA eligibility and should go 
to the above website to obtain a copy of the NCAA guide for the college bound student athlete. 
 

NAIA Eligibility 
Questions regarding NAIA eligibility should be directed to your school counselor or athletic 
director.  Information pertaining to NAIA items can be obtained from the NAIA at 
http://naia.cstv.com/.  Students are responsible for ensuring NAIA eligibility and should go to 
the above website to obtain a copy of the NAIA guide for the college bound student athlete. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://eligibilitycenter.org/
http://naia.cstv.com/
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High School Programs of Study 
The High School Program of Studies is designed to provide all students a wide variety of 
challenging courses in all curricular areas.  Schools must prepare students to succeed in the global 
economy of the 21st century.  Students must acquire academic knowledge, technical skills, problem-
solving abilities and teamwork techniques. This Program of Studies provides the opportunity for 
students to prepare for post-secondary education or to apply their skills in the workplace.  
Students select among courses appropriate for their career plans.  Career guidance and counseling 
is provided to all students in assisting them to select courses that will prepare them for future 
career options. 

 
Registration and Course Selection 
Students and parents will have the opportunity to request courses for the following academic year 
using the student’s IGP as a guide.  Core subject teachers (English, math, social studies, science, 
and foreign language) will make recommendations for the next level course in the core subject area 
based on the student’s performance during the current school year.  Standardized test data, 
student grades (prior & 1st semester), and Gifted and Talented Identification will also be used in 
making recommendations.   
 
If a student chooses to make selections in the core areas that are different from the teacher 
recommendation, the student and parent must sign a waiver and indicate the preferred course and 
level.  The student must also write a full statement indicating the reason for waiving into the 
course level.  Waivers can only be obtained from school counselors.  In addition, the student may 
be given a test or writing prompt in the subject area to determine level of proficiency.  Once a 
student submits a completed course waiver form to the school counseling department by the 
established deadline, the student will be required to remain in the course.  The waiver will only be 
accepted if completed in its entirety and submitted to the school counseling department by the 
established deadline.  Once school begins, schedule changes might not be possible. 

 
Schedule Changes 
Students are encouraged to choose courses carefully during the registration period.  During the 
registration process, students must select alternative electives courses, in case their original request 
cannot be fulfilled.  Every effort will be made to give students the electives they request, however, 
due to schedule conflicts, there is no guarantee that all course requests can be scheduled.  Students 
must select courses totaling eight credits for each school year.  Requests for a specific teacher 
cannot be honored.  Seniors on track for graduation may request an early out or late in. 
 

S.C. End-of-Course Examinations 
End-of-Course Examination Program (EOCEP) is a statewide assessment.  The Education 
Accountability Act of 1998 (EAA) requires the administration of end-of-course examinations in 
gateway and benchmark courses.  The examinations, which count for 20 percent of the student’s 
final grade currently include Algebra 1, English 1, US History and the Constitution, and Biology 1.  
All students must have taken the Biology 1 EOCEP test by the end of their second year after their 
initial enrollment in ninth grade.  All students enrolled in courses in which the curriculum 
standards corresponding to these subjects are taught, regardless of course name or number, must 
take the appropriate tests. 
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Recommendation Criteria for Honors for 2018-2019 School Year 
 

From 8th Grade to 9th Grade 

H English 1 H Geometry or 
H Algebra 2 

H Biology 1 H Global Studies 1  
or World Geography 

 85 or better in 8th 
grade ELA 

 Teacher 
Recommendation 

 MAP Reading Score 
>230 

 88 or better in 
Algebra 1 or 
Geometry Honors 

 249 or better on 
MAP math 80% 

 90 or better in 8th 
grade science 

 Completed  
Algebra 1 

 70th percentile on  
the PSAT in  
grade 8 or 9 

 90 or better in 8th grade 
social studies 

 Teacher 
Recommendation 

 
From 9th Grade to 10th Grade  

H English 2 H Algebra 2 H Biology 1 H Global Studies 
1/World Geography 

 80 or better in 
English 1 Honors 

 85 or better in 
English 1 CP 

 Student should 
have a score that  
is greater than or 
equal to the 60th 

percentile on  
recent standardized 
scores such as 
PSAT/PACT 
Reading 
OR 
SAT/ACT  
Reading 

 80 or better in 
Geometry Honors 

 90 or better in 
Geometry CP 
 

 

 90 or better in 
Physical Honors 
Science 

 Completed 
Geometry CP or 
Honors 

 Concurrently 
Enrolled in  
Algebra 2 

 
 

 80 or better in History 
Honors 

 90 or better in History 
CP 

 Teacher 
recommendation 

 AP by teacher 
recommendation  

OR  

 90% yearly average in 
previous year’s Social 
Studies CP class  

OR  

 80% in previous 
Social Studies Honors 
class,  

OR  

 AP Potential report 
recommendation 
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From 10th Grade to 11th Grade 
H English 3 H 

Probability 
and 

Statistics 

H Pre-
Calculus 

H 
Chemistry 

H Physics 1 H Spanish 3/4 
H French 3/4 

H U.S. History 

 80 or better in  
English 2 Honors 

 85 or better in  
English 2 CP 

 Student should 
have a score that 
is greater than the 
60th percentile on 
recent 
standardized 
scores such as 
PSAT/PACT- or 
SAT/ACT Reading  

 AP Language by 
Teacher 
Recommendation 

 10th – 12th grade 
only. 

 Student must have 
a score that is 
greater than the 
74th percentile on 
the  PSAT- in both 
reading and 
writing 

 85 or higher 
in Algebra 2 
Honors and 
85 or better 
in English 2 
Honors  

 90 or better 
in Algebra 
1CP and  

 English 1 

 85 or 
higher in 
Algebra 2 
Honors 

 90 or 
better in  

 Algebra 2 
CP 

 80 or better 
in Biology 1 
Honors 

 90 or better 
in Biology 1 
CP 

 Completed 
Algebra 2 

 Completed 
or enrolled 
in Pre-
Calculus 

 70th %tile 
on Math 
PSAT 

 80 or better in 
Biology 
Honors 

 90 or better in 
Biology CP 

 Completed 
Geometry OR 

 Concurrently 

 enrolled in  
Algebra 2 
Honors 

 70th %tile on 
Math PSAT 

 80 or better 
average in 
previous level 

 Teacher 
Recommenda
tion 

 80 or better in a  
History Honors 

 90 or better in a  
History CP 

 AP by teacher 
recommendation 
OR 90% yearly 
average in 
previous year’s 
Social Studies 
CP class OR 
80% in previous 
H class, OR AP 
Potential report 
recommendation 

 
From 11th Grade to 12th Grade 

H English 4 

AP 

Calculus 

AB 

AP 

Statistics 

AP Biology 

AP 

Chemistry 

AP Physics 

AP 

Environmental 

H Spanish 4 
H French 4 

H Government 

& H Economics 

 80 or better in  

English 3 Honors 

 85 or better in 

English 3 CP 

 Student should 

have a score that 

is higher than the 

70th percentile on 

recent 

standardized 

scores such as 

SAT or ACT 

 AP Literature by 

Teacher 

Recommendation  

 85  or 

better in 

Calculus 

Honors 

 90 or 

better in 

Pre-

Calculus 

Honors 

 80 or 

better in 

Algebra 2 

Honors 

and an 80 

or better in 

English 3 

Honors 

 90 or 

better in 

Algebra  

CP and 90 

or better in   

 English 3 

CP 

 80 or  

better in 

Chemistry 

Honors 

 90 or better 

in  Chemistry 

CP 

 Enrolled  

in Pre-

Calculus  

or AP 

Calculus,  

AP Stats, or 

Calculus 

Honors 

 70%tile on 

Math PSAT 

 AP by 

Teacher 

Recommend

ation 

 80 or better in 
Biology 1 
Honors 

 90 or better in 
Biology 1 CP 

 Completed 
Geometry 

 Completed or 
enrolled in 
Algebra 2 

 70th %tile on 
Math PSAT 

 80 or better 
average in 
previous 
level 

 Teacher 
Recommend
ation 

 80 or better in 

U.S. History 

Honors 

 90 or better in 

U.S. History CP 

 AP by teacher 

recommendation 

OR 90% yearly 

average in 

previous year’s 

Social Studies 

CP class  

OR 80% in 

previous Social 

Studies Honors 

class 

OR AP Potential 

report 

recommendation 
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AP Students and Parents of AP Students: 
We want SOA’s students to take challenging courses and become disciplined students, who can 
effectively organize their time to:  incorporate study, pursuit of their art form, community service 
and down time with family and friends.  Although AP courses are challenging, most students can 
achieve success and earn a 3 or higher on the AP test, if they have the time to study outside of 
class.  
 

AP Study Time Needed 
The amount of study time estimated for a student recommended for AP courses: 

 
AP Course 

 
*Estimated Study Hours/Week 

Hours for 
courses you 

registered for 
AP 2-D/3-D/Studio Art 8 hours  

AP Art History 3 hours  

AP Biology 6 hours  

AP Environmental Science 4 hours  

AP Chemistry 6 hours  

AP Calculus AB 5 hours  

AP Government Semester 1: 6 hours    

AP English Literature 4 hours  

AP Language 3 hours  

AP Music Theory 2 hours  

AP Physics  4 hours  

AP Probability & Statistics 5 hours  

AP US History 5 hours  

AP World History 7 hours  

AP Psychology  5 hours  

AP Human Geography 5 hours  

*Students who waive into classes will need to allocate additional  
time to be prepared to earn a 3 or higher on the AP exam. 

 

 Your total outside of class AP study hours/week: 

 Estimated study hours/week for other courses: 

 Hours/week outside of class for art major: 

 Hours/week for extracurricular & sports & community service: 

 Your total hours/day: 

 Your total hours/week: 

 
AP Rigor:   
One organization summed up the AP rigor in the following: 
“The workload in A.P. courses is often heavy. They demand a serious commitment of time and energy from 
students. They are designed to expose you to college level course requirements. If standard high-school 
courses haven't challenged you to develop effective study skills, an A.P. class will.  If you are involved in a 
lot of extracurricular activities or work after school, think very hard about committing to an A.P. course. 
Make sure that your schedule permits ample time to devote to these classes.” (Pathways to Post Secondary 
Education, 2013. 

http://www.pathwayspse.com/demands_ap) 

http://www.pathwayspse.com/demands_ap
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Honors Study Time & Scheduling Chart 

 
Honor Course 

 
*Estimated Study Hours/Week 

Hours for courses you 
registered for 

Algebra 2 Honors 2.5 hours  

Biology Honors 2.5 hours  

Marine Science Honors 2 hours  

Calculus Honors                     4 hours  

Chemistry Honors 4 hours  

Econ Honors 3 hours  

English 1 Honors 2 hours  

English 2 Honors 2 hours  

English 3 Honors 2 hours  

English 4 Honors 2 hours  

Geometry Honors 2.5 hours  

Global Studies Honors 1-3 hours  

Gov Honors 3 hours  

Pre-Cal Honors 2.5 hours 

Probability & Statistics 
Honors 

4 hours  

US History Honors 2 hours  

World Geography Honors  2.5 hours  
*Students who waive into classes will need to allocate additional  
time to be prepared to earn a 3 or higher on the AP exam. 

 

 Your total outside of class AP study hours/week: 

 Estimated study hours/week for other courses: 

 Hours/week outside of class for art major: 

 Hours/week for extracurricular & sports & community service: 

 Your total hours/day: 

 Your total hours/week: 
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OVERVIEW OF COURSE OFFERINGS 
 

English 
English 1 1 Unit 

No prerequisite - 302400CW 

H Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 302400HW 

The English 1 course provides a foundational study of literary genres such as novels, short stories, 
poetry, drama, and literary nonfiction as well as the comprehension and analysis of 
informative/explanatory text through the use of authentic, real-world, increasingly complex text.  
Opportunities for rich discussion and analytical conversation should be provided regularly to 
support students’ correct use of Standard English grammar when communicating.  Students must 
also be able to:  (a) write arguments to support claims, (b) write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine and convey complex ideas, and (c) write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events while demonstrating their command of the conventions of Standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  As required by the South Carolina End-of 
Course Examination Guidelines, students enrolled in English 1 are required to take an 
examination.  This state-administered final exam counts as 20 percent of the student’s final grade 
during the semester in which the course is completed.  Students who take this course at the honors level 
can expect an increased depth in rigor, complexity, challenges, and creativity beyond the standard level 
course as outlined in the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate.  
 

English 2 1 Unit 

CP Prerequisite:  English 1 - 302500CW 
H Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 302500HW 

English 2 is an in-depth study of multicultural literature and literary nonfiction such as novels, 
short stories, poetry, drama, and literary nonfiction as well as the comprehension and analysis of 
informative/explanatory text through the use of authentic, real-world, increasingly complex text.  
Opportunities for rich discussion and analytical conversation should be provided regularly to 
support students’ correct use of Standard English grammar when communicating.  Students must 
also be able to: (a) write arguments to support claims, (b) write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine and convey complex ideas, and (c) write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events while demonstrating their command of the conventions of Standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  Students who take this course at the honors 
level can expect an increased depth in rigor, complexity, challenges, and creativity beyond the standard level 
course as outlined in the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate. 

 

English 3 1 Unit 

CP Prerequisite:  English 2 - 302600CW 
H Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 302600HW 

English 3 introduces global perspectives focusing on literary and informational texts from diverse 
cultures through the use of authentic, real-world, increasingly complex text.  Opportunities for rich 
discussion and analytical conversation should be provided regularly to support students’ correct 
use of Standard English grammar when communicating.  Students must also be able to: (a) write 
arguments to support claims, (b) write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
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complex ideas, and (c) write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events while 
demonstrating their command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing.  Students who take this course at the honors level can expect an increased 
depth in rigor, complexity, challenges, and creativity beyond the standard level course as outlined in the 
Profile of the South Carolina Graduate. 

 

English 4 1 Unit 

CP Prerequisite:  English 3 - 302700CW 

H Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 302700HW 

English 4 completes the global perspective initiated in English 3 by studying British and world 
literature.  Opportunities for rich discussion and analytical conversation should be provided 
regularly to support students’ correct use of Standard English grammar when communicating. 
Students must also be able to: (a) write arguments to support claims, (b) write 
informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, and (c) write narratives to 
develop real or imagined experiences or events while demonstrating their command of the 
conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  Students 
who take this course at the honors level can expect an increased depth in rigor, complexity, challenges, and 
creativity beyond the standard level course as outlined in the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate. 
 

AP English Language & Composition 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  H English 2 and Teacher Recommendation;  
11th grade students only - 307100AW 

The AP® English Language and Composition course is designed to help students become skilled 
readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts and to become skilled writers who 
compose for a variety of purposes.  Both their writing and their reading should make students 
aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as 
the way generic conventions and their sources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing 
(see the AP® English Language and Composition Teacher’s Guide for ideas on readings and 
sample curricula).  Occasionally the exam may contain multiple-choice questions on usage to 
reflect the link between grammar and style.  The intense concentration on language use in the 
course enhances students’ ability to use grammatical conventions appropriately and to develop 
stylistic maturity in their prose. 
 

AP Literature & Composition 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  H English 3 - 307000AW 

AP® English Literature and Composition engages students in the close reading and critical 
analysis of imaginative literature.  The course includes intensive study of representative works 
from various genres and periods, concentrating on works of recognized literary merit such as those 
by the authors listed.  Students place their emphasis on content, purpose, and audience as they 
write and engage in varied writing tasks practicing prose styles from many disciplines and 
historical periods.  Each student enrolled in Advanced Placement® Language and Composition is 
required to take the AP® Exam at the end of the course.  Many colleges and universities grant 
college credit or placement through qualifying AP® Exam scores. This course serves as English 4 
for participating students. 
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Journalism 1, 2 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  English 1 Journalism 1 - 305000CW 
Journalism 2 - 305100CW 

This course is designed for capable career-or college-bound students who wish to increase their 
competence in journalism.  This is the introductory class to journalism.  Students learn how to 
conduct an interview, develop quality-questioning techniques, and write in journalistic style.  
These skills are within specific topic writing areas of journalism: news, feature, sports, and 
editorial.  Pupils learn to objectively express interpretations of events with a high emphasis on 
journalism ethics, independence, accuracy, impartiality and truth.  
 

Mathematics 
Algebra 1 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Pre-Algebra or Eighth Grade Mathematics 
recommended grade level - 411400CW 

This course is the first in a two-course sequential program of mathematical studies which is 
designed to help students develop the ability to understand and apply mathematics to solve real 
world and mathematical problems. Students work with real numbers as they learn about linear 
functions, basic quadratic functions, equations and inequalities, operations with polynomials and 
graphing. Skills in algebra are taught through an integrative approach. 

 

Geometry 1 Unit 

CP Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 or Algebra 2 - 412200CW 
H Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 412200HW 

This course includes an in-depth analysis of plane, solid, and coordinate geometry as they relate to 
both abstract mathematical concepts as well as real-world problem situations.  This course is 
designed to emphasize the study of the properties and applications of common geometric figures 
in two and three dimensions.  It includes the study of transformations and right triangle 
trigonometry.  Inductive and deductive thinking skills are used in problem solving situations, and 
applications to the real world are stressed.  Topics include logic and proof, parallel lines, polygons, 
perimeter, area analysis, volume, surface area analysis, similarity, congruence, trigonometry, and 
analytic geometry.   Geometry may be taken concurrently with Algebra 2.  Students who take this 
course at the honors level can expect an increased depth in rigor, complexity, challenges, and creativity 
beyond the standard level course as outlined in the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate. 
 

Algebra 2 1 Unit 

CP Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 - 411500CW 

H Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 411500HW 

This course is designed to provide students with a strong background in algebraic concepts and 
processes.  Topics include understanding algebraic and geometric representations of functions to 
include the following: quadratic, square root, absolute value, rational, exponential, and 
logarithmic.  Polynomials, sequences, series and conic sections are also introduced.  This course is 
recommended to be taken after Geometry or Geometry Concepts. Algebra 2 may be taken 
concurrently with Geometry.  Students who take this course at the honors level can expect an increased 
depth in rigor, complexity, challenges, and creativity beyond the standard level course as outlined in the 
Profile of the South Carolina Graduate. 
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Algebra 3 1 Unit 

CP Prerequisite:  Algebra 2 - 411300CW 

Algebra 3 is a program of mathematical studies focusing on the development of the student’s 
ability to understand and apply the study of functions and advanced mathematical concepts to 
solve problems.  The course will include a study of polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, 
and trigonometric functions.  Graphing calculators are an integral part of all instruction.  This 
course is intended as a bridge between Algebra 2 and Pre-Calculus. 
 

Pre-Calculus Honors 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 413100HW 

This course is designed to provide students with an enhanced understanding of functions and 
their applications as well as strengthening students’ mathematical reasoning and problem-solving 
skills.  Topics include; trigonometry, parametric equations, vectors, polar coordinates, complex 
numbers, matrices, polynomial functions, rational functions, exponential functions, logarithmic 
functions, sequences, series, and limits.     
 

Calculus Honors 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus - 413500HW 

This course involves the continued study of functions, rates, and accumulation. Students will 
study limits, continuity, derivatives, applications of derivatives (related rates, curve-sketching, and 
optimization), integrals, and applications of integrals. 

 

AP Calculus AB 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  H Pre-Cal - 417000AW 

This course is designed to be taught over a full high school academic year.  In this course it is 
possible to review elementary functions, but most of the year will be devoted to the topics in 
differential and integral calculus that are representative of a first semester course in college 
calculus.  The College Board determines the complete course of study.  Each student enrolled in 
this course will take the Advanced Placement Examination. 
 

Probability & Statistics 1 Unit 

CP Prerequisite:  Algebra 2 or Algebra 3 - 414100CW 

H Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 414100HW 

This course encompasses design of a statistical study; collection, organization, display, and 
interpretation of data; basic statistical methods of analyzing data; and basic concepts of probability.   
This course is designed to introduce the methods used in the field of applied statistics.  Students 
who take this course at the honors level can expect an increased depth in rigor, complexity, challenges, and 
creativity beyond the standard level course as outlined in the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate. 
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AP Statistics 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus - 417100AW 

This course is designed to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, 
analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data.  The topics, as determined by the College Board, 
are divided into four major themes: exploratory analysis, planning a statistical study, patterns 
using probability and simulations, and statistical inference. Important components of this course 
are the use of technology (both computer and graphing calculator), projects and laboratories, 
cooperative group problem solving, and writing as a part of concept-oriented instruction and 
assessment.  Each student enrolled in this course will take the Advanced Placement Examination. 

 

Social Studies 
Global Studies Survey 1 Unit 

No prerequisite - 436700CW 
H Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 436700HW 

The focus of Global Studies I is the major civilizations of the past and their contributions to the 
world as it exists today—in aspects that range from the geographic to the social and political.  
Critical thinking should be emphasized in this course, with an emphasis on why particular 
civilizations developed where and when they did, why they became dominant, why they declined, 
and how they have continued to influence the development of human culture.  Instruction should 
emphasize the elements of social studies literacy: the tools, strategies, and perspectives necessary 
for understanding the four disciplines addressed in this subject area.  Districts may develop one or 
more courses in Global Studies in grades nine and/or ten. Global Studies 1 focuses on civilizations 
from earliest times to the Renaissance.  Students who take this course at the honors level can expect an 
increased depth in rigor, complexity, challenges, and creativity beyond the standard level course as outlined 
in the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate. 

 

Current Events/Foreign Policy Elective ½ Unit 

No prerequisite - 333700CH 

This course acquaints students with contemporary local, state, regional, national, and international 
affairs.  Students will analyze and evaluate political, economic, social, and cultural events by 
accessing information from a variety of sources, discussing it in class, preparing presentations, 
holding debates, producing projects, and simulating news programs. 

 

World Geography 1 Unit 

No Prerequisite - 331000CW 

H Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 331000HW 

The focus of World Geography is the physical and cultural characteristics of Earth.  The course is 
organized systematically around the topics of region, physical earth dynamics, population, culture, 
economic systems, urban systems, political systems, and the environment.  Critical is emphasized 
in this course, with a focus on developing spatial thinking skills and competency related to places, 
regions, movement across space, and human-environment interaction.  Map reading skills and the 
use of geographic models and geographic information systems should be an integral part of this 
course.  Students who take this course at the honors level can expect an increased depth in rigor, complexity, 
challenges, and creativity beyond the standard level course as outlined in the Profile of the South Carolina 
Graduate. 
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AP Human Geography 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Placement rubric - 337900AW 

AP Human Geography is a college-level semester course directed toward the academically capable 
high school student who has exceptional interest in history and geography, independent research, 
and in writing.  Students enrolled in this course must be able to analyze primary sources and use 
the information gained through analyses to communicate their findings and defend claim 
statements.  Independent research and outside reading are course requirements.  Each student 
must take the Advanced Placement Examination in Human Geography for possible college credit 
at the end of the instructional term. 
 

AP World History 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation or 90% average in previous year’s CP level 
Social Studies class, or 80% average in previous year’s H Social Studies class or 
identification by AP Potential report - 337700AW 

AP World History is a college-level course directed to tenth grade students who have exceptional 
interest in history, independent research, and writing.  Focused primarily on the past thousand 
years of the global experience, the course builds on an understanding of cultural, institutional, and 
technological precedents that, along with geography, set the human stage prior to 1000 A.D.  
Students enrolled must be able to use and analyze primary sources as well as write clearly and 
precisely to demonstrate their learning and understanding.  Independent research and outside 
reading are course requirements.  Each enrolled student will take the Advanced Placement 
Examination in World History for possible college credit at the end of the instructional term. 
 

AP Psychology 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation or 90% average in previous year’s CP level 
Social Studies class, or 80% average in previous year’s H Social Studies class or 
identification by AP Potential report - 437100AW 

The Advanced Placement Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic 
and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and animals.  Students 
are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the 
major subfields within the discipline of psychology.  In addition, students also learn about the 
ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and practice.   At the completion of the 
instructional period for this course, each student enrolled in this course will take the Advanced 
Placement Examination in Psychology for possible college credit. 
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U.S. History 1 Unit 

CP Prerequisite:  AP World History, Global Studies Survey,  
or World Geography - 332000CW 
Honors Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 332000HW 

The focus of United States History and the Constitution is the story of the American people from 
the period of the colonial settlement to the present day, including the nation’s developing role in 
world affairs I the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.  Instruction in this course will include an 
intentional investigation into multiple perspectives of historical events, as well as, the use of 
primary sources, document analysis, and activities and assessments which incorporate historical 
thinking skills.  Oral and written argumentation using evidence from sources will be required in 
units of instruction.  All students enrolled in this course will take South Carolina’s End-of-Course 
exam for U.S. History and Constitution at the end of the instructional period.  Students who take this 
course at the honors level can expect an increased depth in rigor, complexity, challenges, and creativity 
beyond the standard level course as outlined in the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate. 

 

AP U.S. History 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation or 90% average in previous year’s CP level 
Social Studies class or 80% average in previous year’s H Social Studies class or 
identification by AP Potential report - 337200AW 

Advanced Placement U.S. History is a college-level survey course is which is designed to provide 
students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the 
problems and issues in U.S. History.  The course prepares students for intermediate and advanced 
college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those of a full-year introductory 
college course.  Students will analyze historical documents, identify their relevance to a given 
interpretive problem, ensure reliability, articulate importance, and weigh the evidence and 
interpretations presented in historical scholarship.  The AP U.S. History course should develop the 
skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present 
reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in classroom dialogue and oral debate, as well as, 
argument writing using documents.  Each enrolled student must take the Advanced Placement 
Examination in U.S. History for possible college credit, in addition to the South Carolina End-of-
Course state assessment for US History and the Constitution. 

 

U.S. Government ½ Unit 

CP Prerequisite:  U.S. History - 333000CH 
H Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 333000HH 

In the U. S. Government course, students will study the theory and practice of American 
government. The course is designed to provide a comprehensive introduction to fundamental 
political concepts that will provide students with the knowledge and skills to understand and 
participate in the American political system.  U.S. Government will examine basic political theory 
and governmental systems, political development and theory, the constitutional basis and 
structure of American government, as well as, citizen involvement in the political system. Chapter 
29, Title 59 of the 1976 S. C. Code Section 59-29-240, legislation requires all South Carolina students 
enrolled in U.S. Government to take the United States Citizenship Civics Test produced by the U. 
S. Citizenship and Immigration Services in order to demonstrate a knowledge and understanding 
of the fundamentals of U. S. History and the principles and form of U. S. government. 
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AP American Government ½ Unit 

Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation or 90% average in previous year’s CP level 
Social Studies class or 80% average in previous year’s H Social Studies class or 
identification by AP Potential report - 337300AH 

Advanced Placement U. S. Government provides an analytical perspective on government and 
politics in the United States.  This course focuses on the relationship of the United States to other 
nations and to world affairs and fosters a clear understanding of the role of the citizen in American 
democracy.  Independent research and outside reading are course requirements.  Each enrolled 
student will take the Advanced Placement U.S. Government examination for possible college 
credit.  In addition, as amended by Article 1, Chapter 29, Title 59 of the 1976 Code Section 59-29-
240, legislation known as the James B. Edwards Civics Education Initiative requires all South 
Carolina students enrolled in U.S. Government to take the United States Citizenship Civics Test 
produced by the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services in order to demonstrate a 
knowledge and understanding of the fundamentals of United States History and the principles 
and form of United States government. 
 

Economics ½ Unit 

CP Prerequisite:  U.S. History - 335000CH 
H Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 335000HH 

Economics is a social science. The science of economics uses data to analyze, interpret and predict 
the behavior of individuals and institutions based upon incentives.  The goal of a study of 
economics is to teach students how to evaluate choices. Scarcity forces all entities, individuals, 
communities, and nations to prioritize and choose from available resources to meet their needs.  
The choices societies make affect the well-being of all citizens.  The consequences of these choices 
are evaluated through the numerical measurements of gross domestic product (GDP) and 
consumer price index (CPI), as well as, through the use of other quantitative measurements.  
Students who take this course at the honors level can expect an increased depth in rigor, complexity, 
challenges, and creativity beyond the standard level course as outlined in the Profile of the South Carolina 
Graduate. 

 

Science 
Biology 1 1 Unit 

No Prerequisite - 322100CW 
H Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 322100HW 

This introductory laboratory-based course is designed to give students a sound background in the 
major biological concepts.  It builds on the chemical principles learned in physical science. Topics 
include: the cell; molecular basis of heredity; biological evolution; interdependence of organisms; 
matter, energy, and organization in living systems; and behavior and regulation.  There are also 
opportunities for independent exploration of topics such as human biology, taxonomy, botany and 
zoology, depending on teacher and student interest. Laboratory activities provide numerous 
opportunities for students to develop science process skills, critical thinking, and an appreciation 
for the nature of science through investigative, hands-on lab activities.  A science fair project may 
be required. Students who complete Biology 1 will take the SC End-of-Course Exam for Biology I.  
Students who take this course at the honors level can expect an increased depth in rigor, complexity, 
challenges, and creativity beyond the standard level course as outlined in the Profile of the South Carolina 
Graduate.
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Marine Science Honors 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  H Biology - 322500HW 

This marine course is designed to meet the needs of the student who wishes to obtain an in-depth 
awareness of coastal and marine systems. The course will include a study of the physical, 
chemical, and geological aspects of oceanography, marine biology, the coastal environment, and 
the interrelationships among the disciplines. Instructional strategies include: inquiry-based 
laboratory and field experiences, speakers, and projects. A science fair project may be required. 
 

AP Biology 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Biology 1 & Chemistry 1 with Teacher Recommendation 
327200AW + Concurrent Enrollment in AP Biology Prep Lab (1 Unit) - 32890BHW 

A college level course of biological principles for highly motivated students, Advanced Placement  
Biology includes an in-depth study of the cell, biochemical patterns of life, biochemistry, genetics, 
anatomy and physiology, botany, growth and development, ecology, and evolution.  The class 
meets for two hours per day for lecture, laboratory, and enrichment programs. A science fair 
project may be required.  Each student must take the advanced placement examination for 
possible college credit.  Students will receive a total of 2 credits, one credit weighted at AP and one 
credit weighted at honors. 

 

Chemistry 1 1 Unit 

CP Prerequisite:  Chemistry and Algebra 1 - 323100CW 
H Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 323100HW     

This course provides an introduction to major chemistry principles and builds on concepts 
introduced in Physical Science.  Through well-designed laboratory experiences students will 
master concepts, use problem-solving skills, and apply them to real-world situations.  Topics 
include: chemical safety, atomic theory, the periodic table, chemical reactions and stoichiometry, 
gas laws, solutions and solubility, calorimetric, acid/base chemistry, and organic chemistry.  
Investigative, hands-on lab activities that address the SC Inquiry Standards areas, integral part of 
this course.  A science fair project may be required.  Honors Chemistry I prepares a student for 
Advanced Placement Chemistry through an in-depth study of the sequential development of 
major principles with emphasis on a quantitative approach to problem solving, library research 
and extensive laboratory experiences. 
 

Physics 1 Unit 

CP Prerequisite:  Geometry and Algebra 2 or concurrent enrollment - 324100CW 
Honors Prerequisite:  See Honors Criteria Table - 324100HW 

This course presents a conceptual approach to physics and stresses the understanding the 
application of physical phenomena such as mechanics, momentum, energy, heat, motion, optics, 
electricity, magnetism, waves, sound, and light.  Problem solving is encouraged by the use of 
relevant physics materials and inquiry-based laboratory activities.  The honors level for this course 
emphasizes a mathematical approach with extensive laboratory experiences, research, and projects.  
Students who take this course at the honors level can expect an increased depth in rigor, complexity, challenges, 
and creativity beyond the standard level course as outlined in the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate. 
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AP Physics 1 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Completed geometry or algebra 2 or concurrently enrolled - 
328200AW 

Algebra Based, replaces the former AP Physics B.  This college level course is designed for highly 
motivated students who plan to pursue a career in science.  Topics include kinematics, dynamics 
of Newton’s Laws, circular motion and universal law of gravitation.  Simple harmonic motion; 
simple pendulum and mass-spring systems, impulse, linear momentum, and conservation of 
linear momentum: collisions, work, energy, and conservation, rotational motion: torque, rotational 
kinematics and energy momentum. 
 

AP Environmental Science 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Biology 1 + Pre or Co-requisite:  Chemistry - 327700AW 

The goal of AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, 
concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to 
identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the 
relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternate solutions for resolving 
and/or preventing them.  Course topics in AP Environmental include ecological processes.  
Earth’s systems and the impacts of humans on those systems, and designing solutions to those 
issues.  A qualifying score of 3 or higher on the AP exam will possibly earn the student one 
semester of life science credit at most colleges and universities. 
 

Forensic Science 1 Unit 

Prerequisite: Biology CP - 324500CW 

This inquiry-based course is the application of science to those criminal and civil laws that are 
enforced by police agencies in a criminal justice system.  It has become a comprehensive subject 
incorporating Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Entomology, Earth Science, Anatomy, and Physiology 
as well as other aspects of science.  Major topics include processing a crime scene, collecting and 
preserving evidence, identifying types of physical evidence, organic and inorganic analysis of 
evidence, hair and fibers, toxicology, serology, DNA, fingerprints, and document analysis.  The 
main focus of this course will be to emphasize the evidential value of a crime scene and related 
evidence as well as the services of what has become known as the crime laboratory.  This course 
combines basic theory and real laboratory experiments, creating an experiment-based situation for 
the better understanding of students.  The experiments used reinforce previously learned scientific 
principles rooted in Biology and Chemistry. 
 

AP Chemistry 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation. See honors criteria - 327300AW 
Concurrent Enrollment in AP Chemistry Prep Lab (1 Unit) - 32890CHW 

This two-period course is designed for students who plan to pursue a career in science. Emphasis 
is placed on a theoretical, practical, and quantitative approach to chemistry principles with 
extensive laboratory experimentation.  Topics include atomic, kinetic, and acid-base theory, 
thermo-chemistry, chemical equilibria, electrochemistry and chemical thermodynamics. Each 
student must take the advanced placement examination for possible college credit. A science fair 
project may be required. Students will receive a total of 2 credits, one AP credit for the course and 
one Honors credit for the lab. 



 

42 

 

 

 

World Languages 
French 1 CP 1 Unit 

No Prerequisite - 361100CW 

This course is the first part of the beginning level of language study.  It is designed to help 
students develop language skills in Spanish/French through practical activities that focus on 
meaningful personal communication.  In the first year of a modern world language course, 
students become familiar with the sounds of the language, its basic vocabulary, and the most 
common grammatical structures.  They study the cultures, the countries, and lifestyles of the 
people who speak the language to enhance their view of themselves as citizens of the 
world.  Through standards-based instruction that focuses on language proficiency, 
Spanish/French 1 students will be able to use French/Spanish in a variety of practical settings 
using listening, speaking, reading and writing skills within various contexts. 
 

French 2 CP 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  French 1 & Teacher Recommendation - 361200CW 

This course builds on and reinforces language acquired in French 1.  Language proficiency will 
expand and develop through performance based instruction and assessment.  The vocabulary 
students learn is directly related to the purposes and situations of the context or established topics.  
Students continue to expand vocabulary to reflect the students’ needs and interests in each 
thematic topic.  Students continue to study practical, day-to-day use of language in a broader 
context.  Daily practice through performance-based instruction will facilitate the development of 
language as students gain insight into cultures of French speaking countries. 
 

French 3 Honors 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  French 2 & Teacher Recommendation - 361300HW 

This course builds on and reinforces language capacity acquired in French 1 and 2.  The student 
progresses in the ability to communicate using new vocabulary and structures, and develops a 
deeper understanding of the cultures of French speaking countries.  Greater emphasis is placed on 
linguistic competence and accuracy in this course and in each successive year of language study.  
Students read and discuss authentic materials. 
 

French 4 Honors 1 Unit 

Prerequisite: H French & Teacher Recommendation - 3361400HW 

This course focuses on the development of greater language proficiency with increasing emphasis 
on refining language use appropriate to various socio-cultural contexts.  Students continue to 
expand and refine their ability to communicate in both oral and written form, to understand as 
well as produce language with appropriate accuracy, and do it in ways that reflect an 
understanding and appreciation of the cultures of French-speaking countries.  Students will read 
and discuss in greater depth authentic materials including poetry, stories, news reports, film, 
magazine articles and literature. 
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Spanish 1 CP 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  None - 365100CW 

This course is the first part of the beginning level of language study.  It is designed to help 
students develop language skills in Spanish/French through practical activities that focus on 
meaningful personal communication.  In the first year of a modern world language course, 
students become familiar with the sounds of the language, its basic vocabulary, and the most 
common grammatical structures.  They study the cultures, the countries, and lifestyles of the 
people who speak the language to enhance their view of themselves as citizens of the 
world.  Through standards-based instruction that focuses on language proficiency, 
Spanish/French 1 students will be able to use French/Spanish in a variety of practical settings 
using listening, speaking, reading and writing skills within various contexts.  
 

Spanish 2 CP 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Spanish 1 & Teacher Recommendation - 365200CW 

This course builds on and reinforces language acquired in Spanish 1.  Language proficiency will 
expand and develop through performance based instruction and assessment.  The vocabulary 
students learn is directly related to the purposes and situations of the context or establish topics.  
Students will also learn vocabulary to reflect the students’ needs and interests in each thematic topic.  
Students continue to study practical day-to-day use of language in a broader context.  Daily practice 
through performance-based instruction will facilitate the development of language as students gain 
insight into cultures of Spanish-speaking countries.  
 

Spanish 3 Honors 1 Unit 

Prerequisite: Spanish 2 & Teacher Recommendation - 365300HW 

This course builds on and reinforces language capacity acquired in Spanish 1 and 2.  The student 
progresses in the ability to communicate using new vocabulary and structures, and develops a 
deeper understanding of the cultures of Spanish-speaking countries.  Greater emphasis is placed 
on linguistic competence and accuracy in this course and in each year of successive language 
study.  Students read and discuss authentic materials. 
 

Spanish 4 Honors 1 Unit 

Prerequisite: H Spanish 3 & Teacher Recommendation - 365400HW 

This course focuses on the development of greater language proficiency with increasing emphasis 
on refining language use appropriate to various socio-cultural contexts.  Students continue to 
expand and refine their ability to communicate in both oral and written form, to understand as 
well as produce language, and do it in ways that reflect an understanding and appreciation of the 
cultures of Spanish-speaking countries.  
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Physical Education 
Physical Education 1 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  None - 344100CW 

This co-educational course is designed from a variety of activities to provide students with choice 
and the skills to live a healthy lifestyle.  Two semester courses must be passed.  Physical Education 
I is designed from six activity strands: Fitness for Life; Net/Racket Activities; Team Activities; 
Outdoor Pursuits; Individual Activities; and Dance.  Students are required to dress out each day as 
specified by the physical education instructor. 
 
The first semester course includes the Fitness for Life curriculum, which is designed for students to 
achieve and maintain a health-enhancing level of physical fitness.  The course also provides 
students with opportunities to develop optimal levels of fitness.  The student must demonstrate 
competency in a least one-movement form.  The student will explore and seek opportunities to 
participate in physical activity outside the physical education class.  The second semester course 
requires the student to independently assess his/her physical fitness level and design a nine-week 
program to maintain or improve personal fitness.  The student will implement and document 
his/her program through participation in physical activity outside the physical education class. 
 

Physical Education 2 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  None - 344200CH 

This co-educational course is designed from a variety of activities to provide students with choice 
and the skills to live a healthy lifestyle.  Two semester courses must be passed.  Physical Education 
I is designed from six activity strands: Fitness for Life; Net/Racket Activities; Team Activities; 
Outdoor Pursuits; Individual Activities; and Dance.  Students are required to dress out each day as 
specified by the physical education instructor. 
 
The first semester course includes the Fitness for Life curriculum, which is designed for students to 
achieve and maintain a health-enhancing level of physical fitness.  The course also provides 
students with opportunities to develop optimal levels of fitness.  The student must demonstrate 
competency in a least one-movement form.  The student will explore and seek opportunities to 
participate in physical activity outside the physical education class. 
 

Physical Education 3 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  None - 344300CH 

This co-educational course is designed from a variety of activities to provide students with choice 
and the skills to live a healthy lifestyle.  Two semester courses must be passed.  Physical Education 
I is designed from six activity strands: Fitness for Life; Net/Racket Activities; Team Activities; 
Outdoor Pursuits; Individual Activities; and Dance.  Students are required to dress out each day as 
specified by the physical education instructor. 
 
The second semester course requires the student to independently assess his/her physical fitness 
level and design a nine-week program to maintain or improve personal fitness.  The student will 
implement and document his/her program through participation in physical activity outside the 
physical education class. 
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Career and Technology Education 
Integrated Business Applications (IBA) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  None - 502000CW 

Integrated Business Applications I is designed to teach students computer concepts as related to 
processing data into useful information by using database, spreadsheet, word processing, and 
presentation software.  Because the design of this course is to prepare students for Microsoft Office 
Specialist (MOS) Certification, the emphasis is on speed, accuracy, and production using proper 
keyboarding techniques.  This course is the preparation course for Microsoft Office Specialist 
Certification Core Level.   
 

Media Technology 1 & 2 ½ Unit 

Prerequisite for Media Tech 1:  None - 612400CH 
Prerequisite for Media Tech 2:  Media Technology 1 - 612500CH 

In the Media Technology program, students will explore the general field of communications and 
will focus primarily on the television and filmmaking industries.  Students will also learn about 
related fields such as radio, graphic design, computer graphics, animation, special effects, Web site 
design, advertising, public relations, and corporate communications.  Students will get hands-on 
experience in basic production techniques for television and film, and they will produce video 
projects.  They will learn how to use digital video cameras as well as basic editing using iMovie 
and state-of-the-art programs such as Final Cut Pro, AVID, and Adobe Premiere, while developing 
skills by writing, directing, producing, and editing video pieces of increasing complexity.   
 

Interns that Work 1 ½  Unit 

Prerequisite:  Students must receive permission from Counselor - 379966CH 
Requirement:  Internship Coordinator approval and must be 16 years old 

This program allows students to receive school credit for work on a job site that is related to their 
career interest and academic classes.  Students have the opportunity for meaningful hands-on 
learning experiences that help them see the connection between school and work. Work experience 
may be paid or unpaid. 
 

Interns that Work 2 ½  Unit 

Prerequisite:  Students must receive permission from Counselor - 379967CH 
Requirement:  Internship Coordinator approval and must be 16 years old 

This program allows students to receive school credit for work on a job site that is related to their 
career interest and academic classes.  Students have the opportunity for meaningful hands-on 
learning experiences that help them see the connection between school and work. Work experience 
may be paid or unpaid. 
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Technology & Other Fine Arts Elective 
Guitar 1 ½ Unit 

Prerequisite: None - 356700CH 

This semester-long class will allow students to learn the fundamentals of playing the guitar.  
Students will be instructed on correct hand positions, tuning and intonation, scales, chords and 
will learn to read standard music notation and tablature.  Students will be able to demonstrate 
knowledge of the guitar and will be able to play and work collaboratively to create a musical 
product. 
 

AP Art History 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Art & History Teacher Recommendation - 357100AW 

This course is designed for the artistically advanced student wishing to receive college credit.  
Students must have specific skills sets including the ability to recall, as well as image identification 
and recognition.   
 
This course is extremely reading and writing intensive.  The course content is specified by the 
Advanced Placement Course Description published by the College Entrance Examination Board.  
Each student must take the advanced placement examination for possible college credit. 
 

Technical Theatre Arts – Improvisation Comedy ½ Unit 

Prerequisite: None  Improvisation - 45250ICH 

This course is an introduction to the methods and techniques of theatrical and comedy 
improvisation. 
 

Technical Theatre Arts - Auditioning ½ Unit 

Prerequisite: None  Auditioning - 45250ACH 

This course is an introduction to the methods and techniques of artistic auditioning, training, and 
preparation practices for individual or group adjudication or other performance evaluation. 
 
 

Technical Theatre Arts – Stage Design 1 ½ Unit 

Prerequisite:  None Stage Design 1  - 45250SCH 

This course is an introduction to technical, creative and managerial stage work and is designed for 
students interested in working backstage on music and theater productions.  Students will also 
learn basic use of lighting and sound equipment, as well as other theater production skills. 
 

Technical Theatre Arts – Stage Design 2 ½ Unit 

Prerequisite:  None Stage Design 2  - 45252SCH 

This course is a continuation of Stage Design 1 and is designed for students interested in working 
backstage on music and theater productions.  Students will learn more advanced use of lighting 
and sound equipment, as well as other theater production skills. 
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Creative Writing for Non-Majors - 
Feminism Studies 

½ Unit 

Prerequisite:  None - 3032NMHH 

This is a year-long honors feminist literature and history course, which will focus on both 
historical and contemporary perspectives.  We will read texts, analyze visual media (print ads, 
commercials, etc.), and apply critical analysis to pop culture through the lens of feminist theory.  
Assessments will be non-traditional and allow for students to respond to the course in various 
modes of art (written, visual, musical, kinesthetic, etc.). 
 

Art 1 for Non-Majors ½ Unit 

Prerequisite:  Students will be assessed a charge of $35 for supplies – 3501NMCH 

This course is designed to provide the student with the knowledge and skills needed to utilize 
digital imaging software in editing and designing images and graphics. Students also learn the use 
of technologies related to digital imaging such as basic computer operations, file sharing across 
networks, digital scanning, digital photography, and preparing documents for output to various 
types of media.   
 

Art Appreciation ½ Unit 

 3551100HH 

This course is an exploration of visual art forms and their cultural connections for the 
student with little experience in the visual arts. It includes a brief study of art history, and 
in-depth studies of the elements, media, and methods used in creative thought and 
processes. 
 

Music Appreciation ½ Unit 

 3551100HH 

Emphasis is on the study of music and on the role it plays within the wider contexts of 
history and society. Listening materials are drawn from a variety of sources: 
classical music, non-Western music, American popular music (particularly jazz, country, 
and rock), and the American folk tradition. 
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Fine Arts Major Classes 
 

Band 
Band Rehearsal Honors (formerly Performance Ensemble Rehearsal) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition 9th - 35300AHW 11th – 35300CHW 

10th – 35300BHW 12th – 35300DHW 

This course is designed to promote technical skill development and individual refinement of 
musical concepts that are unique to woodwinds and brasses.  The course is divided into two 
sections for woodwind technique and brass technique. Students will work on advanced techniques 
in articulation, alternate fingerings, ornamentation, and other advanced performance practices for 
their instrument.  Topics include preparation for solo performance and auditions, rehearsal 
techniques for small ensembles, and advanced solo and ensemble literature.  This class will present 
chamber music performances each semester as a major project. 
 

Band 2 Honors (formerly Band Wind Ensemble Honors) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition 9th - 35320AHW           11th – 35320CHW           

10th – 35320BHW           12th – 35320DHW 

This ensemble will perform an advanced level of music with emphasis on large forms of band 
compositions.  All members are required to participate in all regularly scheduled performances.  
Each band member must complete a series of performance tests on their instruments as the year 
progresses.  Students also will be tested in their knowledge of performance practices, theory and 
music history as it pertains to this ensemble.  
 
 

Jazz Band Honors (formerly Jazz Ensemble/Instrumental) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition 9th - 45310AHW           11th – 45310CHW           

10th – 45310BHW           12th – 45310DHW 

This course is one of the most visible school groups at SOA.  The director selects members by 
audition and approval only.  Students will perform a variety of jazz and commercial styles, 
including swing, rock, Latin, funk, ballad, among others.  Jazz ensemble members are expected to 
participate in all performances of this ensemble.  Students are encouraged to audition for the All-
State Jazz Ensemble.  In addition, students complete a series of performance tests demonstrating 
knowledge of various styles and performance practices in jazz. 
 

Jazz Band 2 Honors (formerly Jazz Ensemble/Instrumental) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition 9th - 45320AHW           11th – 45320CHW           

10th – 45320BHW           12th – 45320DHW 

This course is one of the most visible school groups at SOA.  The director selects members by 
audition and approval only.  Students will perform a variety of jazz and commercial styles, 
including swing, rock, Latin, funk, ballad, among others.  Jazz ensemble members are expected to 
participate in all performances of this ensemble.  Students are encouraged to audition for the All-
State Jazz Ensemble.  In addition, students complete a series of performance tests demonstrating 
knowledge of various styles and performance practices in jazz. 
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Percussion Honors 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition 9th - 45830AHW 11th – 45830CHW 

10th – 45830BHW 12th – 45830DHW 

Students in this class will develop their technical skills on both pitched and non-pitched 
percussion instruments.  Ensemble members will perform in both solo and ensemble settings 
utilizing various styles of music.  This class will also serve as the percussion section of the other 
instrumental ensembles as needed.  All members are required to participate in all regularly 
scheduled performances.  Each percussionist must complete a series of performance tests on 
various percussion instruments as the year progresses.  Students also will be tested in their 
performances practices, theory and music history as it pertains to this ensemble. 

 

Creative Writing 
Creative Writing 1-A Honors 

(formerly Poetry Workshop Honors) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Acceptance in the  
Creative Writing Program   

9th Grade Semester 1 
3032F1HW 

This course is an in-depth study of the elements of poetry, including imagery, figurative language, 
symbol, diction, sound, rhythm, and form, etc.  Students will experiment with a variety of styles, 
forms, and techniques, and in addition, study poetic form through the works of various authors.  
Each student will produce a collection of original works and showcase their work at public 
readings.   
 

Creative Writing 1-B Honors 
(formerly Fiction Workshop) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Acceptance in the  
Creative Writing Program   

9th Grade Semester 2 
3032F2HW 

This course is designed as an in-depth study of the elements of fiction: plot, characterization, point 
of view, scene dialogue, voice, theme, symbolism, etc.  This will include a survey of short fiction 
covering authors from a variety of cultures, locales, and times.  Students will experiment with a 
variety of styles and techniques, and will produce a collection of original works and showcase 
their work at public readings.   
 

Creative Writing 2-A Honors 
(formerly Writing for Performance) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of  
9th grade Creative Writing 

10th Grade Semester 1 
3032S1HW 

This course teaches the art and craft of writing for film (Hollywood and independent).  Students 
learn script format: various film genres; and the screenwriter’s role in film production.  Focusing on 
Character Development, Plot, and Dialogue, writing assignments include Concepts, Treatments, 
Scenes, and in some cases First Acts for feature films.  Students view and critique a variety of films, 
focusing primarily on drama and comedy. 
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Creative Writing 2-B Honors 
(formerly Nonfiction Workshop Honors) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of  
9th grade Creative Writing 

10th Grade Semester 2 
3032S2HW 

This course focuses on various forms of nonfiction, including the journal, autobiography, 
biography and the essay.  Students will read and analyze essays by outstanding contemporary 
writers.  Nonfiction techniques will be examined and students will write and workshop nonfiction 
pieces inspired by contemporary works and techniques.  They will also present their work at a 
public reading. 
 

Creative Writing 3-A Honors 
(formerly Finding Your Voice) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of  
10th grade Creative Writing 

11th Grade Semester 1 
3032J1HW 

This course is a survey of a specific group of writers who have won the Nobel Prize for literature.  
Examples are William Butler Yeats, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Nadine Gordimer, and Pablo Neruda.  
This course will give the student an opportunity to explore his/her own experiences and discover 
the unique voice he/she possesses.   
 

Creative Writing 3-B Honors 
(formerly Place and Gender in 
Literature) 

1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of  
10th grade Creative Writing 

11th Grade Semester 2 
3032J2HW 

This course is a survey of a specific group of writers representing gender and locale.  Examples are 
African American, American Expatriates in Paris, Asian American, and Southern Authors.  This 
course will give the student an opportunity to explore his/her own experiences dealing with 
his/her origins and the time in which he/she lives.  The student will produce works which relate 
to this topic. 
 

Creative Writing 4-Honors 
(formerly Senior CW Project & Seminar 
5 & 6 Honors)  

2 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of  
of all creative writing courses 

12th Grade Semester 2 
3032STHD 

This course is designed for senior students.  They will identify an area of interest and work with an 
expert in the thesis chosen area.  The expert will act as their mentor, guiding their research and the 
production and publication of a major work.  The teacher will guide the students, monitor the 
mentor relationship, assess the students’ progress and arrange the final evaluation.  In addition, 
students will showcase their work at public literary reading. 
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Dance 
Dance 1 (formerly Dance Repertory 3 Honors) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition or successful completion of 
previous grade-level dance 

9th - 450109HW 

Each Dance Repertory level presents the history and culture of dance, somatic practices and forms 
of dance notation.  Students will explore the many opportunities available to them in related dance 
fields.  Emphasis is place on preparing students for college or as active members of the dance 
community. Students will study dance from a cultural and historical perspective that recognizes 
the multiple forces that impact the art form.  Students will also study the science of movement and 
apply that knowledge to dance.  Emphasis will be placed on the study of somatic practice, Laban 
and dance notation. 
 

Dance 2 (formerly Dance Repertory 4 Honors) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition or successful completion of 
previous grade-level dance 

10th - 450210HW 

Each Dance Repertory level presents the history and culture of dance, somatic practices and forms 
of dance notation.  Students will explore the many opportunities available to them in related dance 
fields.  Emphasis is place on preparing students for college or as active members of the dance 
community. Students will study dance from a cultural and historical perspective that recognizes 
the multiple forces that impact the art form.  Students will also study the science of movement and 
apply that knowledge to dance.  Emphasis will be placed on the study of somatic practice, Laban 
and dance notation. 
 

Dance 3 (formerly Student Dance Competition Honors) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 11th - 450311HW 

This course is focused on the individual development of improvisational and choreographic skills.  
Students will explore the many to0ls used to make dances.  They will learn to critique and analyze 
their own work and the work of others, including the Master Choreographers of the 20th century.  
This course is designed for junior dance majors who will complete a Senior Thesis.  (This course is 
considered to be Junior Composition.) 
 

Dance 4 – Senior Thesis Honors (formerly Senior Thesis 
Dance Honors) 

1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Successful Completion of Composition 12th - 4504STHW 

The Senior Thesis is the culmination of dance study at SOA.  Students taking this course work on a 
senior thesis project each quarter. The work load requires dedication and commitment.  Students 
must be responsible and able to work independently and/or in groups. 
*Students entering the Dance Department in their senior year, or students that have not 
completed Junior Composition prior to 12th grade, will be required to take Junior Composition. 
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Ballet (formerly Ballet 3, 4, 5 and 6 Honors) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition or Successful 
Completion of Composition 

9TH - 45060AHW 11TH – 45060CHW 

10th – 45060BHW 12TH – 45060DHW 

These courses emphasize the mastery of dance technique at an advanced level.  These classes 
prepare students for complicated movements focusing on center floor combinations and 
theoretical concepts.  Emphasis is placed on strengthening the body, discipline, and precision of 
movement. 
 
 

Fashion Apparel and Costume Design 
Fashion Fabric Design 1 1 Unit 

No Prerequisite 9TH - 580400HW 

Fashion, Fabric, and Design 1 is a basic course designed to develop skills in the selection, purchase, 
design, care, and construction of textile products.  The course emphasizes critical thinking skills 
needed for making wise consumer choices and career decisions. 
 

Fashion Fabric Design 2 1 Unit 

No Prerequisite 10TH - 580400HW 

Fashion, Fabric, and Design 2 is a continuation of the introductory course, a course designed to 
further develop skills in the selection, purchase, design, care, and construction of textile products.  
The course emphasizes critical thinking skills needed for making wise consumer choices and 
career decisions. 
 

Fashion Design and Fabric Construction 1 2 Units 

No Prerequisite 571001HW 

Professionalism is showcased as preparations are made to enter the world of fashion design and 
apparel construction.  Unfold the world of fashion merchandising and marketing.  The skills of 
fashion design and apparel construction are refined.  Creativity is on the runway in this hands-on 
course.  Emphasis is placed on the development of problem solving, decision-making and 
technological applications in a real-world context. 
 

Fashion Design and Fabric Construction 2 2 Units 

No Prerequisite 571001HW 

This is a continuation of Fashion Design and Fabric Construction 1.  Professionalism is showcased 
as preparations are made to enter the world of fashion design and apparel construction.  Unfold 
the world of fashion merchandising and marketing.  The skills of fashion design and apparel 
construction are refined.  Creativity is on the runway in this hands-on course.  Emphasis is placed 
on the development of problem solving, decision-making and technological applications in a real-
world context. 
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AP Prep Lab – Fashion and Design (TBD)  Units 

No Prerequisite 580400HW 

Fashion, Fabric, and Design 1 is a basic course designed to develop skills in the selection, purchase, 
design, care, and construction of textile products. The course emphasizes critical thinking skills 
needed for making wise consumer choices and career decisions. 
 
 
 
 

Piano 
Piano 2 (formerly Piano 4 Honors) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition 9TH - 45420AHW           11TH – 45420CHW           

10th – 45420BHW           12TH – 45420DHW 

This course is designed as a continuation of instrumental literature studied in Piano 3.  Students 
will study Baroque, classical, romantic and contemporary musical composers and their styles. 
 

Jazz Piano 2 (formerly Jazz Piano 4 Honors) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Concurrent enrollment 
in Honors Piano 4 

9TH - 4542JAHW           11TH – 4542JCHW           

10th – 4542JBHW           12TH – 4542JDHW 

1st level students will learn how to play block chords, shell voicings, Blues in all 12 keys using 
polychordal and fourth voicings, and 20 Jazz standards.  Much attention will be paid to learning 
how to voice lead chord changes for the 20 Jazz standards.  Students will also learn how to 
improvise a melody based on the chord changes in Jazz Standards and Blues. 
 

Piano 3 (formerly Piano 3 Honors) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of 
Honors Piano 4 

9TH - 45430AHW           11TH – 45430CHW           

10th – 45430BHW           12TH – 45430DHW 

This course is designed as a continuation of instrumental literature studied in Piano 4.   Students 
will study Baroque, classical, romantic and contemporary musical composers and their styles. 
 
 

Jazz Piano 3 (formerly Jazz Piano 5 Honors) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of 
Honors Piano 4 

9TH - 4543JAHW           11TH – 4543JCHW           

10th – 4543JBHW           12TH – 4543JDHW 

2nd level students will continue to learn how to play block Chords, shell voicings, Blues in all 12 keys 
using polychordal and fourth voicings, and 20 Jazz Standards.  Much attention will be paid to 
learning how to voice lead chord changes for the 20 Jazz Standards.  Students will also learn how to 
improvise a melody based on the chord changes in Jazz Standards and Blues. 
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Piano 4 (formerly Piano 6 Honors) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of 
Honors Piano 5 

9TH - 45440AHW           11TH – 45440CHW           

10th – 45440BHW           12TH – 45440DHW 

This course is designed as a continuation of instrumental literature studied in Piano 5.  Students will 
study Baroque, classical, romantic and contemporary musical composers and their styles.  Students 
will also complete a Senior Thesis in this class. 
 

Jazz Piano 4 (formerly Jazz Piano 6 Honors) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Concurrent enrollment 
in Honors Piano 4 

9TH - 4544JAHW           11TH – 4544JCHW           

10th – 4544JBHW           12TH – 4544JDHW 

3rd level students will continue to learn how to play block chords, shell voicings, Blues in all 12 keys 
using polychordal and fourth voicings, and 24 Jazz standards.  Much attention will be paid to 
learning how to voice lead chord changes for the 24 Jazz standards.  Students will also learn how to 
improvise a melody based on the chord changes in Jazz standards and Blues. 
 

Piano 5 (formerly Senior Thesis Piano) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 95320THW 

This course is designed to be a culmination of the skills and knowledge gained through the study 
of piano at School of the Arts.  In addition to the continued study of piano literature, theory and 
technique, students will work on an advanced project throughout their senior year.  The project 
options are performance, composition, education or a combination of the above.  The project 
requires dedication and commitment.   Students must be responsible and able to work 
independently and in group situations. 
 

Jazz Piano 5 (formerly Senior Thesis Piano) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 9532JTHW 

This course is designed to be a culmination of the skills and knowledge gained through the study 
of piano at School of the Arts.  In addition to the continued study of piano literature, theory and 
technique, students will work on an advanced project throughout their senior year.  The project 
options are performance, composition, education or a combination of the above.  The project 
requires dedication and commitment.  Students must be responsible and able to work 
independently and in group situations. 
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String Orchestra 
String Rehearsal Honors (formerly String Orchestra) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition or successful 

completion of 8th grade strings 

9TH - 35500AHW           11TH – 35500CHW           

10th – 35500BHW           12TH – 35500DHW                

String Orchestra is the performing ensemble for string majors who have successfully auditioned to 
be in SOA High School Orchestra.  String majors not participating in the symphony orchestra 
perform in this orchestra as their core ensemble for their major.  Students in this class study 
advanced string orchestral literature, and they participate in all state-sponsored events and select 
community performances.  Students are required to wear formal uniforms at concerts and 
participate in all rehearsals, performances, festivals, and competitions. 
 

String Rehearsal 2 Honors (formerly Symphony Orchestra) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition only 9TH - 35470AHW           11TH – 35470CHW           

10th – 35470BHW           12TH – 35470DHW                

Symphony Orchestra is an ensemble for strings, winds, brass, and percussion students who have 
achieved considerable skill on their instrument.  Auditions for Symphony are in the spring for the 
following year’s class.  To set up an audition, make an appointment with the symphony director.  
Students in this class perform collegiate and professional level orchestral literature, and they 
participate in all state-sponsored events and select community performances.  Students are 
required to wear formal uniforms at concerts and participate in all rehearsals, performances, 
festivals, and competitions. 
 

Strings 1 Honors (formerly Strings 4) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition 9TH - 35510AHW           11TH – 35510CHW           

10th – 35510BHW           12TH – 3551DHW                

This course – taken in conjunction with String Orchestra - is designed to continue technique study 
on stringed instruments.  Students will be required to learn 3 octave major and minor scales, 
become proficient in higher positions on the fingerboard, and perform etudes to demonstrate 
advancing techniques in bowing, articulation, and phrasing.  Some chamber music performance 
will be required.  Music terms, symbols, and music theory will also be studied. Students will be 
required to perform a jury at the end of each semester to demonstrate technical development.  
Participation in the South Carolina Music Educators Association Orchestra Division events is 
required.  
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Strings 2 Honors (formerly Chamber Orchestra 5) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition 9TH - 35520AHW           11TH – 35520CHW           

10th – 35520BHW           12TH – 35520DHW                

This course – taken in conjunction with Symphony Orchestra - is designed to continue technique 
study on stringed instruments.  Students will be required to learn 3 octave major and minor scales, 
become proficient in higher positions on the fingerboard, and perform etudes to demonstrate 
advancing techniques in bowing, articulation, and phrasing.  Music terms, symbols, and music 
theory will also be studied.  Students will be required to perform a jury at the end of each semester 
to demonstrate technical development.  Participating in the South Carolina Music Educators 
Association Orchestra Division events is required. 
 

Strings 3 Honors (formerly Chamber Orchestra 6) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition or successful 
completion of Chamber Orchestra 5 

9TH - 35530AHW           11TH – 35530CHW           

10th – 35530BHW           12TH – 35530DHW                

This course – taken in conjunction with Symphony Orchestra - is designed for the advanced string 
player to further improve performance skills, technique, and styles.  In addition to Symphony 
string music, students in this class would also study difficult string orchestra repertoire and music 
from SOA Gig Folders.  Chamber music performances will be heavily stressed.  Students will be 
expected to take a leading role in their individual practice and begin the senior thesis process.  
Students will be required to perform a jury at the end of each semester to demonstrate technical 
development.  Participation in the South Carolina Music Educators Association Orchestra Division 
events is required.  
 

Strings 4 (formerly Senior Thesis Strings) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition 35540THW 

The Senior Thesis is the culmination of strings study at SOA.  Students taking this course will 
work on a senior thesis project throughout the year.  The work load requires dedication and 
commitment.  Students must be responsible and able to work independently and/or in groups. 
 

Theater Arts 
Theater 1 Honors (formerly Theater 3) 1 Unit 

+ 

1 Unit 
Prerequisite:  Audition or successful 
completion of SOA’s 8th theater arts course 

4521S1HW – Semester 1 (1 Unit) 
4521S2HW – Semester 2 (1 Unit) 

This dual course is designed to allow the theatre student to gain access to their instrument with the 
emphasis on melding their voice, body and mind while providing the foundation of the theatre 
artist; focusing on test analysis, process work and dramaturgy.  A company practicum experience 
will be included in the course work. 
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Theater 2 Honors (formerly Theater 4) 1 Unit 
+ 

1 Unit 
Prerequisite:  Audition or Successful 
completion of Theatre 1 Honors 

4522S1HW – Semester 1 (1 Unit) 
4522S2HW – Semester 2 (1 Unit) 

This dual course is designed to build on Honors Theatre 3.  Using the foundation provided in 
Theatre 1 the theatre student will continue to study specific Theatre styles.  They will also explore 
dramaturgy and process work through the eyes of a playwright.  A company practicum experience 
will be included in the course work. 
 

Theater 3 Honors (formerly Theater 5) 1 Unit 
+ 

1 Unit 
Prerequisite:  Audition* or Successful 
completion of Theatre 2 Honors 

4523S1HW – Semester 1 (1 Unit) 
4523S2HW – Semester 2 (1 Unit) 

This dual course is designed to build on Honor’s Theatre 4 and for the advanced student.  As a 
continuation of the foundation work, the theatre artist will be focusing on the role of the director as 
well as the playwright.  They will be exploring the dramatic voice through the study of award 
winning playwrights.  A company practicum experience will be included in the course work. 
*If audition is successful, please note that additional work must be done prior to entering the 
department to insure the student’s success for this year.  Each student will be required to sign a 
contract at the end of their junior year stating that they are committed to this process. 
 

Theater 4 – T2 Honors (formerly Senior Thesis Theater 1 & 2) 2 Units 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Theater 3 Honors 4524SRHD – 12TH Grade 

This course is designed to pull together all elements and skills of the theater arts student.  It is the 
practical application of these skills, which require a high level of maturity and commitment to the 
theater arts craft.  The purpose is to allow the professional theatrical student to further his 
experience in the area of his expertise by working on advanced projects that include original 
research, directing, play writing, acting, and design.  The three components include individual 
playwriting, group playwriting, and group performance.  At the end of this process each student 
will be required to take part in a reflection process that includes the theatre faculty as well as 
professional theatre artist.  Each student will be required to sign a contract at the end of their 
junior year stating that they are committed to this process. 

 

Visual Arts 
Drawing Honors Drawing 2 

352209HH 
9th Grade 

Drawing 3 
352310HH 
10th Grade 

½ Unit 

No Prerequisite 

Drawing courses engage students in sequential learning experiences that provide a foundation in 
drawing using a variety of media and techniques in both black and white and in color.  Emphasis 
is on observation and interpretation of the visual environment, life drawing, and imaginative 
drawing.  Included are the application of the elements of art and principles of design, a study of 
historical and contemporary art and artists from a worldwide perspective, and instruction and 
practice in the critique process.  Advanced students extend and refine knowledge in the creative 
process.  They are encouraged to develop their own artistic styles. 
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Painting Honors Painting 2 
352609HH 
9th Grade 

Painting 3 
352710HH 
10th Grade 

Painting 4 
352800HH 
11th grade 

½ Unit 

No Prerequisite 

Students apply the elements of art and principles of design, study of historical and contemporary 
art and artists from a worldwide perspective, and instruction and practice in the critique process.  
They develop foundational skills painting in a variety of media and techniques or concentrate 
work in one medium.  Sequential learning experiences focus on production of finished two-
dimensional works of art.  Emphasis is on observation, interpretation of the visual environment, 
and imaginative painting.  Advanced students extend and refine knowledge in the creative 
process.  They are encouraged to develop their own artistic styles. 
 

3-D Design Honors 3D Design 2 
350609HH 
9th Grade 

3D Design 3 
350710HH 
10th Grade 

3D Design 4 
3508800HH 
11th Grade 

½ Unit 

No Prerequisite 

Students apply the elements of art and principles of design, study of historical and contemporary 
art and artists from a worldwide perspective, and instruction and practice in the critique process. 
They develop foundational skills painting in a variety of media and techniques or concentrate 
work in one medium. Sequential learning experiences focus on production of finished two-
dimensional works of art.  Emphasis is on observation, interpretation of the visual environment, 
and imaginative painting.  Advanced students extend and refine knowledge in the creative 
process. They are encouraged to develop their own artistic styles. 
 

Media Arts Honors Media Arts 2 
351609HH 
9th Grade 

Media Arts 3 
351710HH 
10th Grade 

½ Unit 

No Prerequisite 

This course is designed for advanced students who are planning art-oriented careers.  The course 
contains highly specialized units of study and is developed to meet individual student needs.  
Areas of study will include printmaking, illustration, and sculpture in wood, fibers, paper, found 
objects, and clay.  The course content will survey art history beginning with Impressionism and 
moving to the modern era. 
 

AP Art Studio: Drawing, 2-D Design, 3-D Design 1 Unit 

No Prerequisite 
11TH Grade 12TH Grade 

Drawing 
357211AW 

2-D Design 
357411AW 

3D Design 
357511AW 

Drawing 
357212AW 

2D Design 
357412AW 

3D Design 
357512AW 

Each course is designed for the artistically advanced student wishing to receive college credit.  
Each course content is specified by the Advanced Placement Course Description published by the 
College Entrance Examination Board.  Each student must take the Advanced Placement 
Examination for possible college credit. 
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Art 3 Honors S (Juniors who are completing AP Studio Art) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  co-requisite with AP Studio Art 350311HW – 11th Grade 

This course is designed for advanced students who are planning art-oriented careers.  The course 
contains highly specialized units of study and is developed to meet individual student needs and 
is taken in concert with AP Art Studio. 
 

Art 3 Honors D (Juniors who are NOT completing AP Studio Art) 2 Units 

No Prerequisite 350311HD – 11th Grade 

This course is designed for advanced students who are planning art-oriented careers.  The course 
contains highly specialized units of study and is developed to meet individual student needs 
towards finishing project and portfolio work. 
 

Art 4 Honors S (Seniors who are completing AP Studio Art) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  co-requisite with AP Studio Art 350412HW – 12th Grade 

This course is designed for advanced students who are planning art-oriented careers.  The course 
contains highly specialized units of study and is developed to meet individual student needs and 
is taken in concert with AP Art Studio. 
 

Art 4 Honors D (Seniors who are NOT completing AP Studio Art) 2 Units 

No Prerequisite 350312HD – 12th Grade 

This course is designed for advanced students who are planning art-oriented careers.  The course 
contains highly specialized units of study and is developed to meet individual student needs 
towards finishing project and portfolio work. 
 

Vocal Music 
Chorus 1 Honors (formerly Chorus 3) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Concurrent enrollment in 
Honors Chorale 

9TH - 35410AHW           11TH – 35410CHW           

10th – 35410BHW           12TH – 35410DHW     

This course includes a study of basic theory, sight-singing, vocal technique, performance skills, 
and men’s & women’s literature.  This course requires a serious approach to music and a positive 
attitude toward learning. 

 

Chorus 2 Honors (formerly Chorale) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition and/or successful 
completion of SOA’s 8th grade chorus 

9TH - 35420AHW           11TH – 35420CHW           

10th – 35420BHW           12TH – 35420DHW      

This course includes a study of basic vocal techniques and performance skills.  Music theory and a 
sequenced sol-fege approach to sight singing will be emphasized.  The ensemble will perform as a 
part of the choral department’s major concerts.  This course requires a serious approach to music 
and a positive attitude toward learning. 
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Chorus 3 Honors (formerly Vocal Ensemble) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition and concurrent 
enrollment in Madrigal Singers 

9TH - 35430AHW           11TH – 35430CHW           

10th – 35430BHW           12TH – 35430DHW                

This course includes an advanced study of theory, technique, and men’s literature.  This course 
requires strong sight reading skills.  This course requires a serious approach to music and a 
positive attitude toward learning. 
 

Chorus 4 Honors (formerly Madrigal Singers) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition 9TH - 35440AHW        11TH – 35440CHW        

10th – 35440BHW        12TH – 35440DHW                

The Concert Choir is SOA’s advanced vocal performance ensemble.  Students receive further, 
intensive development of vocal technique and solfeggio.  The concert choir will have an extensive 
concert season and will participate in South Carolina Music Educators Association events.  This 
course requires a serious approach to music and a positive attitude toward learning. 
 

Chorus 5 Honors (formerly Choral Ensemble) 1 Unit 

Prerequisite:  Audition and concurrent 
enrollment in Madrigal Singers 

9TH - 35450AHW           11TH – 35450CHW           

10th – 35450BHW           12TH – 35450DHW                

This course includes an advanced study of theory, technique, and women’s literature.  This course 
requires strong sight reading skills.  This course requires a serious approach to music and a 
positive attitude toward learning. 
 
 

Special Education 
Special education is a service students receive to support access to the general curriculum and to 
promote integration with age appropriate peers.  It does not constitute a specific setting or 
instructional environment.  In a tiered approach, IEP teams would consider the level and type of 
support a student needs, where the support can be provided, and determine the amount of 
instruction needed outside of the general education classroom. 
 

Graduation Options 
 A graduation option is a planned program of study (courses, IEP goals, objectives, and 

benchmarks) designed to address the needs of individual students.   

 The IEP team plays a key role in the IEP graduation process.  

 The IEP team should consist of the student, parent, special educator, regular educator, and 
vocational educator, building administrator or designee, transition specialist, related 
service provider, a qualified individual to interpret any necessary evaluations, and others 
per family request.  

 The initial transition and graduation planning process begins at the 8th grade IEP meeting.   

 The IEP team assists the student to define his or her course of study and develop the 
completion of a high school plan.  

 The IEP team determines the most appropriate graduation options based upon the 
student’s needs and impact of the disability.  
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 The IEP team must document the rationale for the selected program of study in the IEP, 
and a review and update of goals and objectives is done at least annually.  

 The IEP team also has the responsibility of verifying that the student achieved all program 
goals and objectives leading to completion of the appropriate graduation option. 

 
Special Education students working for a state high school diploma are allowed to earn up to 
seven (7) elective Carnegie credits for course work in areas selected because of the individual 
student’s disabling condition.  All courses listed in this section are considered elective credits. 
 
Helpful suggestions to encourage families to become proactive and informed about postsecondary 
options for students with disabilities: 

o Seek clear information about high school program options and graduation requirements no 
later than middle school. Start with the IEP Team in middle school at age 13 to address 
your child’s transition plan (see attached diagram). Transitioning plan should continue 
throughout high school. 

o Request regular updates on your child’s progress towards a standard high school diploma 
or alternate exit credential. 

o Inquire about career and technical program options and their alignment with professional 
and industry standards. 

o Regularly meet with your child’s IEP team to ensure that a student’s course of study is 
consistent with their post- secondary goals and that the student plays a meaningful role in 
the IEP process. 

o Support your child by making sure he or she attends school every day and completes all 
assigned homework. 

o Discuss your child’s strengths and interests with him or her, and together explore possible 
career and education goals for after high school. 

o Ensure your child is taking the courses needed for entry into the postsecondary education 
program or career path of his or her choice. 

o Accompany your child on postsecondary campus and program visits. 
o Emphasize that education is key to achieving dreams and future economic security. 
o Discuss the consequences of important educational decisions, such as graduation and 

diploma options. 
o Reinforce development of a positive work ethic by helping your child set goals, complete 

assignments, manage time, meet high expectations, and persist through challenges. 
o By planning ahead, youth, families, and IEP teams can help to ensure that the youth is on 

the path to a bright productive future. 
 

Electronic Individual Graduation Plan (eIGP) 
An Electronic Individual Graduation Plan (eIGP) is a document used to assist students and their 
families in exploring educational and professional possibilities, and in making appropriate 
secondary and post-secondary decisions.  It can be modified over time as the student’s interests 
and skills develop or change.  The eIGP is based on the student’s academic record, work and 
general life experiences, and the results of assessments, such as career interest inventories and 
achievement tests.   
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On a yearly basis, the eIGP should be modified to include courses required for graduation, courses 
required for a specific major, electives chosen related to a specific major, and extended learning 
opportunities related to the major.  Students will develop their first eIGPs in the eighth grade in 
preparation for the transition to high school.  Following eighth grade, students will review and 
update their plans at least once annually with their counselors, parents, guardians, or appointed 
representative. 
 

Work-Based Learning Opportunities  
The following work-based learning opportunities are available:  

 School-based activities provide students the chance to explore basic business practices and 
entrepreneurial enterprises.   

 Job Shadowing is a short-term experience that introduces students to a particular job by 
allowing them to follow or “shadow” an individual as he/she performs workplace tasks.  
This is a non-credit experience. 

 Work-based Mentoring allows students the opportunity to be paired with an employee in a 
particular career field in which the student is interested. 

 Internships give students an opportunity to learn about a particular industry or occupation 
through a structured, hands-on learning, work-based experience.  Students may or may not 
receive pay or credit for this experience. 

 Service-Learning gives students the chance to develop leadership and workplace skills 
through structured volunteer activities at a particular worksite or community agency. 

 Youth Apprenticeships or Registered Apprenticeships combine classroom learning with on-
the-job learning and work experience and results in the student earning a specific certificate 
or credential.   

 
Students participating in Internships and Service Learning may or may not receive credit and must 
complete all appropriate applications, requirements and guidelines.  For further information on 
work-based learning opportunities, please contact your child’s SOA counselor. 
 

The EEDA and Charleston County School of the Arts 
The Charleston County School of the Arts holds high standards and expectations for all students 
and provides a rigorous curriculum that will prepare them for post-secondary education.  In South 
Carolina, a framework for curriculum planning that aids students in becoming successful, 
passionate, lifelong learners.  The framework offers a plan by which students and parents can, 
along with the school counselor, map out students’ courses with academic requirements and areas 
of interest as applicable to career paths. 
 
In the eighth grade, students choose a broad category of professions in which they have interest 
called a Career Cluster even if their selected Cluster/Major is not offered at School of the Arts.  In 
this case, students are encouraged to pursue taking relevant courses or other Work Based Learning 
Opportunities at other locations, if possible.  This gives students an opportunity to move toward 
college and career choices based upon his/her interests.  
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Students at the Charleston County School of the Arts must have a Performing or Visual Arts major 
from the Arts, A-V Technology/Communications Cluster, but also have the opportunity to 
“double major” in one of the other areas listed below.  Students are required to complete a 
Performing or Visual Arts major for SOA; however, fulfillment of other major areas, even if 
declared in tenth grade, is not required. 
 
For example, if a student were a Performing Arts Major (in the Arts, A-V Technology-
Communications Cluster) at SOA, but also had great interest in Education, he/she could declare a 
double major in Performing Arts and Education and Training in the tenth grade.  In order to 
graduate from SOA, he/she would be required to complete his/her Performing Arts Major 
requirements.  Additionally, this student would take the Teacher Cadet course to fulfill some of 
the requirements for the Teaching and Training major. 


	NCAA Eligibility

